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Abstract

This study transcends traditional static institutional analysis frameworks by proposing a dynamic
periodization model of “Establishment-Development-Reconstruction”, systematically elucidating
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the evolutionary logic of China’s ancient official medical education system. Furthermore, it con-
structs an analytical framework centered on the tripartite interactive mechanisms of political inte-
gration, cultural discipline, and technical standardization, revealing the system to be fundamentally
a product of the ongoing negotiation between centralized imperial authority and the inherent dy-
namics of medical knowledge production. Finally, it dissects the system’s inherent Structural Ten-
sions: institutional suppression stifling imperial physician innovation, assessment distortions caus-
ing competency discontinuity, and the hereditary medical family system inducing technological lock-
in. This analysis ultimately demonstrates how the system transformed from a vehicle for knowledge
production into a subsidiary of imperial power, offering a novel analytical perspective on the in-
trinsic dynamics of ancient medical education.
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