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Abstract

Based on Valency Theory, this paper takes the news headlines of the “People’s Daily” official account
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as its research object and systematically investigates the presentation strategies of verb actants
within the folded display mechanism of the WeChat public platform. This study begins by outlining
Valency Theory and the function of official account news headlines, emphasizing that the core ob-
jective under this folded display mechanism is to “attract users to click and read.” It then enumer-
ates all theoretically possible forms of actant presentation when monovalent, bivalent, and trivalent
verbs are used, analyzing their syntactic structures and pragmatic effects with reference to actual
headline examples. A quantitative analysis via questionnaire survey is also conducted to uncover
potential heterogeneous impacts of these presentation strategies. Finally, the paper summarizes
the actant presentation strategies employed in the news headlines of People’s Daily’s official ac-
count when using verbs, offering a case representative of the new media era.
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Figure 1. Question 1 of the questionnaire
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Figure 2. Question 2 of the questionnaire
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Figure 3. Question 3 of the questionnaire
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Figure 4. Question 9 of the questionnaire
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