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Abstract

In the era of the digital economy, the economic value of data is becoming increasingly evident. In
2021, data trusts were recognized by the MIT Technology Review as one of the “Top Ten Break-
through Technologies.” Developing data trusts helps strike a balance between data protection and
data utilization, promoting the release of data value while ensuring the continuous protection of
data subjects rights. Given the inherent alignment between the nature of data and the principles
of trust law, data trusts are grounded in a sound legal foundation. By establishing qualified third-
party trustees, centering on fiduciary duties, clearly defining the data assets held in trust, and lev-
eraging enabling technologies such as blockchain, a robust personal data trust system can be built—
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facilitating a virtuous cycle between personal information protection and efficient data circula-
tion and use.
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