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Abstract

This article focuses on the historical evolution and contemporary continuity of Chinese hometown
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sentiment, exploring its evolutionary logic in the context of globalization and urbanization based
on Vygotsky'’s theory of cultural historical development. Literature analysis reveals that while tra-
ditional hometown sentiment has superficially faded due to physical alienation, the disintegration
of the clan system, and the alienation of cultural symbols, its core—the cherishment of blood ties,
cultural roots, and spiritual belonging—remains resilient. Contemporary hometown sentiment has
achieved creative transformation and resilient continuity through digital technology, innovative
practices, and symbolic expression, demonstrating a paradigm shift from “land attachment” to “cul-
tural identity” and from “physical return to hometown” to “spiritual homeland.” Its deeper continu-
ity stems from the continuity of historical heritage, the stability of social culture, the internalization
of linguistic symbols, the influence of family and community, and the relative stability of the ge-
ographical environment. At the same time, the study also warns of the risks of commoditization,
algorithmization, and virtual alienation associated with digital technology’s reconstruction of emo-
tional pathways, emphasizing the need to strike a balance between technological convenience and
emotional authenticity.
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