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Abstract

As a core component of the rural revitalization strategy, “cultural revitalization” emphasizes the
use of culture to forge rural consensus and activate rural vitality. Among rural wall paintings, red-
themed wall paintings in old revolutionary areas, as visual cultural carriers of red historical mem-
ories, not only serve the function of beautifying village appearances but also act as crucial media for
conveying cultural values and constructing collective identity. Against the backdrop of rural revi-
talization, this study focuses on the patriotic narrative of red-themed wall paintings in old revolu-
tionary areas, analyzing the specific manifestations of their narrative functions, the generative logic
of their communication effects, and the underlying driving forces, while critically examining poten-
tial issues in the communication process. The research reveals that red-themed wall paintings in
old revolutionary areas have transformed patriotism from an “abstract concept” to “daily percep-
tion” through the visualization of historical memories, localized expression of values, and situa-
tional emotional awakening. However, their communication is driven by a triple impetus: the gov-
ernance needs of the government, capital investment in cultural tourism development, and the con-
struction of rural identity. Meanwhile, they face risks such as narrative homogenization under the
dominance of power, distorted memories due to capital intervention, and the squeeze on local cul-
tural ecosystems. To address these challenges, it is necessary to further enhance the initiative of
villagers, balance historical authenticity with commercialization, and protect cultural diversity.
This study aims to provide practical references for patriotic education in the cultural revitalization
of old revolutionary areas.
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