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Abstract

Focusing on illegal and criminal activities involving online rumors in the field of food safety, this
paper identifies such characteristics as the randomness of disseminators and targets through the
analysis of typical cases, clarifies the administrative and criminal identification standards for such
illegal and criminal acts, and dissects the practical predicaments currently encountered, including
ambiguous application of laws, difficulties in evidence collection and inadequate inter-depart-
mental coordination. In addition, it puts forward optimized disposal paths from the perspectives of
establishing a refined legal application system, improving the evidence collection mechanism,
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optimizing the coordinated disposal mode and enhancing the social co-governance mechanism. It
also conducts an analysis on the construction of a prevention and control system from the aspects
of source management and in-process regulation, thereby providing theoretical and practical ref-
erences for the governance of online food safety rumors.
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