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Abstract

In the current era of deep digitalization, Generation Z college students, as digital natives, exhibit
a very distinct media-oriented shift in their social behaviors. Algorithm recommendation tech-
nology, relying on the core logic of data collection and precise push, drives the spatial practice of
college students to migrate from physical presence to virtual online spaces, giving rise to a new
lifestyle form characterized by screen-based existence. This paper combines Weber’s theory of
instrumental rationality and Lefebvre’s theory of space production, focusing on the deconstruc-
tion mechanism of algorithm recommendation on the local spatiality of college students, the re-
construction path of virtual communication space, and the subjectivity manifestation of this group
in this process. The research finds that algorithms, through instrumental rationality logic, decon-
struct the local spatiality from three dimensions: information dissemination, social practice, and
spatial cognition. At the same time, they rely on the triple structure of technology-institution, so-
ciety-interaction, and subject-cognition to reconstruct the virtual space. However, we should also
note that college students are not passive recipients. They can, through reflective resistance, re-
verse domestication and integration of virtual and real worlds, demonstrating a very distinct sub-
jectivity.
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Figure 1. Algorithm reconstruction path three structure diagram
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