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Abstract
This study, grounded in Biber’s multi-dimensional register analysis framework and integrating
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Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC) theory with Media Contextualism theory, constructs a
“Core Indicator Coding System for Informal Register” comprising 14 indicators. Through a compar-
ative analysis of parallel corpora totaling 220,000 words from traditional media and social media
during the period 2024~2026, the research reveals that the comprehensive frequency of positive
indicators of the informal register in social media is 1.61 times that of traditional media. The regis-
ter shifts from objective statement to conversational expression, with a marked enhancement in the
context-dependence dimension, thereby forming a context-dependent expression pattern. These
findings empirically demonstrate that digital media is driving the transformation of public dis-
course toward informal register. The study also carefully attributed the media effects and genre
effects of each indicator. Furthermore, the study constructs a causal chain of “The Complete Causal
Chain of Public Discourse Register Evolution”, elucidating the pathways through which digital me-
dia facilitate the extension of informal style into the public sphere via mechanisms such as context
integration, emotional compensation, and efficiency enhancement. This research provides empiri-
cal evidence and theoretical perspectives for understanding the evolution of public discourse in the
digital media era, offering significant implications for media practice and the construction of lan-
guage norms.
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Table 1. Four-dimensional indicators of the informal style core metric coding system
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Table 2. Comparison of informal style indicators frequency between two types of corpora (per 1000 characters)
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