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Abstract

As a representative of realist thinkers among the Pre-Qin Confucians, Xunzi established a
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comprehensive social governance system featuring “ritual supremacy supplemented by law and the
integration of ritual and law” on the theoretical foundation of his theory of human nature being evil.
Breaking away from the single framework relying merely on moral enlightenment, his ideology
takes into account the reality of human nature, institutional constraints and the construction of so-
cial order, thus forming a governance approach distinct from the Confucian school of mind repre-
sented by Confucius and Mencius. Based on the original textual meaning, this paper clarifies the
authentic connotations of core concepts such as “the Evil Nature of Humans” and “artificial en-
deavor”, and sorts out the internal logic from Xunzi’'s theory of human nature to his governance
thoughts of ritual and law. Combined with the practice of contemporary social governance, this pa-
per selects two typical practical dilemmas, namely the lack of social integrity and the conflict be-
tween legal provisions and moral sentiments. It explores the practical reference value of Xunzi’s
thoughts, and analyzes the applicable conditions and boundaries for the modern transformation of
traditional ideas. This research provides academic references for integrating traditional govern-
ance wisdom into the contemporary social governance system.
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