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Abstract

This paper presents a comparative study of Yang Shuda’s Analects Subcommentary (Lunyu Shuzheng)
and Qian Mu'’s New Interpretation of the Analects (Lunyu Xinjie), focusing on their differences in ac-
ademic background, editorial origins, interpretive methods, and linguistic style. The study shows
that Yang Shuda, deeply influenced by the Qian-Jia school of Evidential Learning and modern em-
pirical thought, adopts a “verifying the classics through history” approach, constructing a rigorous
system of cross-referenced historical sources. His language is objective and restrained, emphasizing
the “truth” of textual verification. In contrast, Qian Mu, on the other hand, adopted “warmth and rev-
erence” as the affective foundation of his academic work. pursues the goals of “clarifying the original
meaning directly” and “seeking truth through synthesis”. His language is accessible and plain, fo-
cusing on the modern reinterpretation of core Confucian principles and their practical application,
thereby emphasizing the “utility” of moral teachings. Together, these two works exemplify the dis-
tinct scholarly orientations and shared concern for cultural transmission assumed by modern Chi-
nese scholars in the context of East-West cultural interaction, offering significant insights for con-
temporary classical interpretation.
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