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Abstract

Area Studies, as an emerging interdisciplinary field, has attracted significant academic attention for
its disciplinary development and methodological innovations. This study applies corpus-based dis-
course analysis to Area Studies and proposes a four-step analytical framework. Based on collocates
and concordances, it reveals the differences in the construction of “filial piety” in news discourse
between Singapore and Malaysia and their underlying sociocultural roots. The findings indicate
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that Singapore’s “filial piety” discourse exhibits a distinctive modernization feature of being state-
led and governance-oriented. In contrast, Malaysia’s “filial piety” discourse reflects local character-
istics of social advocacy, cultural inheritance, and grassroots practice. The study suggests that the
divergence in the discursive construction of “filial piety” is essentially the result of the interplay of
their different historical trajectories, state governance models, and cultural contexts. It shows that
corpus-based discourse analysis can offer a viable approach for Area Studies.
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1. 5|18

VESBNAE X AR, X ) 2 B AR E XM E R P s, Sofe BUR . 43F . A 25540
BRI G R 1], B AE D [ S B . O A 2 B [ B e R 2 RSO 1], Hesa b i
SR eI & A O SULFER, RESMEARIISZERE, £ 5 ORI, 5Bk
BEARAETT AR R TR OCS, AT HESDAME A RS IXIE BT FEIR R A . AT TLTE . ST
SUEVE S RFAE O 24 222 L RR R 10 B B G (2025) IR B Y, SME AR AT RFE A S5
A 30 A 5 I S — TR A BGATR TE BUR R 35 AT e 100 SR SLATRE T R WE (2]

HAT, &g o ikn B dee s, XIE IR FKF5 E 080K 5 R 2 AR RN ZE , g
FRMRAE T AR REAWETONERNE RIA L [3], T TE R 5 78 70 A DL S s 5 A 2 al,  ARITTHSNLEL
ARSI SCA R TR AL BE . AL AT S IR EESZ AR, REAE O XI5 5 WF 7E S IR S 7 iR S0 4%
X X E A R A AN E4]. RS, KERVEEE S PR R E R, B2 AME
SERIIR ST FE S . SEBLEE R e BB ), R X B B SRR T ST i AR AT S SR
() IRIEFE o H T I, AN SCH R R 2 1 V8 2 M N2 P T X3 R 50 #F 7 (0 T s T AT A LA FEREZRE,
PN PR U A2 R & 5 R B e 2 % .

2. IERIEERIE S EXEE MR Y E R

“CIXIREDNFFAL” A CAT SRR T S X AT 200 2 AR ARG, FEIEANT
fiftt B, N S E BURANTT R % S A TARSR L AR AN A SCHE[5], IRt SRATE 08 R N R0 52 [X 4k
MERELE 24, thas FoR XEETTHIIEM, PLEATZ BA BAE R R [6]. AT, fE4t1X
BRI T R 2 R B 20, R SRR S A . B Sl BRI LU A
IR AR G A o] A2 O FEAG . B8 AN VA A AE SR BR & R R [ 7] 1B RHEEE 5 2%(Corpus Linguistics)
YERHAE T F 51 BN RS TE SE % 58, 18R X — i AR L& RC MR 575508,
HAZ O RGN ENLF B EERNE S SCFBRIEECURERLE, corpus BY corpora)iff /7 it R . Guil Al
&R, DAR7R FLEEE 5 A A i m MR S s i . TR 5 2 AR RIR[8]. 14 John Sinclair ft
T ORI R E IE R, RAHE S EES KAAR (8], EENEIEIE AT IR ]
DU E I Fhig . 2 R BSOS A B Rt — 2R M ik At —J5H,  HARFGhRE
IR E S T iAE, ROSCRHT ZRGMR R Gt 518 288, SO EE X, 15 SCAE S R T
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3 53— J71, AR AT BEAE BIEOR T BB LA AR R ) 5 0 RIBR, #24 th N B
eV GE K E AL . BRESGI, TRTETR 515 SCRAIE, 9D E I FE R B e A SR T 52 S28%, B
WHTE E A AR S S E X S k230t BuR S LB BN

R O 2 TSR FCENIE 1R TR TE 7 U e DO E U AT FE h R AT, B, ke, 2
W1(2023) LA B 22 R A PR IRGE D TE R, i BhiE R SREE 0 ik, A R X ) 25 Ak
BT REARIE9]: 2R RAL(2024)i8 1 # g rh 28 FRBEAASC T “ A — B 7 iiE R T
TERLEE 12 F 32 B A AKE T 7 AN () [ R AR T i ) S BB SZ 7 (4] Wkl 2R 248(2026) U0
LDA. AntConc S5iF R} T BT i [ 27 AR LU, 1 BT U AN 7] DSk 2 i A i 22 5 5 1l TE AR 5K 10]
XL FONGEARTETE . XL R B2t ARG FYERT S /MIEY], TR TR 200 BE8 DX I E 3 0F 72
Rt Rt WEAK IR, 3PS50 TR R 2T B T DR E AT T R AT
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R TRE 0T SE L 1 R pr SRR R (4l 5, 9 X A Fede o 1 3 it e kA 5 0t il
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Figure 1. “Four-step” research
framework

E 1. “HEE” HRiER

FBERIUE S BRI B, ARSI R BT R R, TR AT TR, RS ST
ARG il TG VAR OB R R ESE, M ORER G S AT s NS, KA ER T S
BLS A AntConc. WordSmith Tools ZE1E R E BT, $EEUEE .

EFFURTRAEZ B O A W EGRIE R, HAZIERERF S0 FUEOR, W] ERR 42 iR R4 B -

B REAE T . X EREUBE AT AT, RN T DAER I S AR S T T A,
FE A AIEFEBCIE 7 b 1B ST BT RS SLY e, EId R AEOE e I S B
DX 358 ] S L P AR AL

B PNIRE R . B TS SV RIEE A S, TR RILR T SRR 8,
KL 4 B A 7 i S S, BOlRrE, B T 4eE Xl [ 5K 0 s SCiE B A il T 5
FE2 R SRR A AT IR P AR

FVP NS GRS T SO IT 45 18 5 DXl 8] 1) 75 B R, o) B P 9 s SR xe X 43 [ 31 A A 5
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4. IBERERESTERX I E R PR SE B M
4.1. IBERE SHERIRE

BT Rk PR WEFHESE, ASTREE PR 7 A TR N . B SR A [ SR R 2
& (filial piety)” [RkIE, HEPE GRS “Z18 7 WIHERIE LS E ZS, FHFRITIEIE 271 )5 I B
SCACOME AR ER S [ ZOCARRIE . RIL, BT 2 R 2 [ AR, TR R . RIR b A S AR
At MZEENEE R E NOW (News on the Web)itk 1 2010 4 424> 20 /™ SR X 3 I 544 AT 1R 9%
EMEHTE11], SCRZE R TR R S =M, Aed s B EARE LR R —. BlYE. W5
FIBESERY, P R A SRS TR R, ASCEREL NOW BRI ARUERIR, 55 E Ak “ 2
7 WG RIE S 22 5. ARSCE SR NOW 1EEHZE 1) Collocate ThRE, LA filial piety 977 miii], RFH5HC
M BRI A, ESEERE NS/, o B ECHT N3 R B R 7 [ AR TEE T 15 67
ERAAA 4R . K5, A NOW 18RI K Texts/Virtual ThfE, LA filial piety 935 £UiA], 20 HIKHERLK
PP #°~ Singapore 1 Malaysia, MR I SRV “ZFiE” 8 ERERE, W 8%
(Specific/Keyness {H)F&HUH E G T “2£18” (AT 15 FCE 41, H DL NOW il FEAE AS TR E, %
PN LSRG “ 20 1 T (R

4.2. BRI

4.2.1. EEITIH

ZERT LB O 1] B A SG I RITE R 51, AR SORHT I AN B SR 70 WV AR 518 filial piety AT 15 A7
MG AT 2R, SRIE 1.

W 1 pR, EUMSA SRk P E ) 2207 1S Se N E AR BE AN ST AT P K 4E R T, (H
A P AE . ZhEEECZE, HINSaEE 5 BN RIZE S0 “want (L) “feel ()7 + FRIA RS
KEA “said (Yi)” “mean (FIRE)” FT AL ZEENIA “show (JE7R)” “give (48)” “honouring (EL4H)”
BERA G T “22i8” MNTERE B SMEIT AR SE B ER R, W1 “feel a strong sense of filial piety (F A 511K
FIEEIN)”  “give their parents a generous allowance (45 X BFFJEWINEFRSR)” , WA T £ oF k% “ZF
B” N e F S5 EfEE, W “this does not mean that filial piety is being eroded in our society (1X
ARG AR AL T IEERR D) o 78 SR PG AEE T, 17 5851 “show (FIX)” “per-
form (B 17)” “cover (ZKIH)” “try J&77)” “addressing (i /£)” “coming (IR [F])” FNFRA [ BB 38 “ show
(KH)” “said (Ui)” , W EIHB A2 XS AMESL AR S FRHE . fERIEFRBECET, PIE DK
BRAVMEACFEE LR 0, B “family (FRBE)” “parents (R EF)” “children (T-%)” “values (/t
fEW)” “culture (3CAH)” “virtue (FE4E)” “value (MME)” “concept (W) ” SFiA)IC, (L T “ZiE”
TIES AR E NI, DAARBR R R N OEE, 98I “Z1E 7 MF L4 3648 5 A il % 0 0 fr
DA S A AR BT . (A E R 2, ol “21E” 5adnd RA KA 247 88905E, i
ABREE ST A2 g R L, W “ family values that emphasised filial piety, respect for authority and adherence
to social norms dominated everyday life (3RIHZ21E . B EAUBFAE FAESMTE R FKEMEMR ESF T HEE
W) s MR “ZE1E 7 WAL A AR 0 S TE S ARANME, A BORMIGERE S R
(Bt , SRR . STHLSE 4IRS 47K, U “ Sarawak is a beautiful state of people who cherish filial piety
Bz — AN LM, X BN RBMZZIE)” “practising filial piety toward ancestors and family members
who have passed away ([f] #1561 i X N JEAT 1) -

DOI: 10.12677/is1.2026.104126 1074 YRR


https://doi.org/10.12677/isl.2026.104126

Table 1. Collocates of “filial piety” in Singaporean and Malaysian media

F 1L OENIK . DRAIEAD “filial piety” HIFEACIA

B oV 108 i A< | -3 W
PR (ER-3=1
T EZES

e AR
Bl)iA] Sk

encourage (i) preach (53%). trumpet (£#%). emphasised (31)

approve (#%/i%). established (#£37). communicate ({%i#)

Hgx iliiRe

wm gy ecking(R2)

o VEHRLR

4737 B2 government (BUF)~ security (fRH)

TR SIN
SIS

B want (ARIL), feel (JB)

1]
Wik i)

g B Sud (). mean (R

fe FEEAX  Singaporeans GBI FEAX) family (5K #E)- parents (X FF). children (T~ 4)+
_ BRI age (i), hall' (E)

EA
! W EAE values (MMEM). culture (3C4K). concept (M%)~ virtue (514). value (#M1H)~
B love (%) respect (%iEE)

Sk, AT

BT By P show (JE7R)+ give (45)- honouring (B )
te, _BERE . . - o .
e BlyiA] i promote (5A3%)~ emphasise (3:1f). needs (75 %) advocate (f§5). celebrating (541%)

patd B

(& e taught (#LH )~ absorb (W UX). plant> (FEFl)

Wik 1]
(RS

show? (FRH). said (i)

Ok E FKEEA  family (). parents (3XBF). children (F%&)+ elders (K3E). ancestors (115%)-
P A3 BRZE people (M)

.
! MBS respect (B EE). values (/ME M)+ importance (BEZEVE). culture (3C4h). loyalty (B K)-
FEE virtue (GE1H). value (fMH)~ concept (W)

i TNSEZ  show (FRiX). perform (B&4T). cover (FKiH). try /& /7). addressing (Jifi /&)~
Sep B coming (R [H])

AT TR

4 1A] sk way (J730)

B EaRILPEZ A1, Bindg “2EE” 1E 2 E X E S AR ARHE. RS B, B
Yol “FiE” 5EZAH., 2T REE, HOT “FlE” MEERAREM S5 3. BREHRY)
1A “encourage (#Jil))” “preach (H4%)” “trumpet (E+7)” “emphasised (58 ” FHA R HITEZEZ)1H “approve
(HEK)” “established (17)” “communicate (f£18)” AL T “ZF18” MERSEATEIEL. KIS, F

ST T filial piety RIS 11 A7 FABCA4 1A “show (J7R)” LA WAL 2 1k, HABBIAZAR R, FER AR, KUK 5
16 MBI ) “hall (5)” b HhERK .

2O SR PGS T filial piety (955 10 ALFEHCENTE “become (FN)” BINRBNR, AW R HE90A, HIHEHLHI, KUK 16 fiL
FABCEiA “plant (R~ MR .

SREECENIA “show” FETEBITHHAE AT N, —FONIT RS, —RRHRRE R,
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WeERA G B, O B AGEIE AN EAEN, W1 “Doesn’t government want to encourage filial
piety EIEFUF AN EEIZEEE)”  “More than 400 virtuous and filial piety lists established in urban communities
(TR X R 2RSS 400 N22E5)” “The advertisement is intended to communicate the family values of filial
piety GX )5 BIEALEFEIX —FKENMEM)” 5 “lacking (5RZ)” 1ENAIRITEN 2B, AR 7B L
AR PSR IREZRMZE, W “Does sending ageing parents to a nursing home instead of caring for them
yourselves equate to lacking filial piety (1L BHEANFEZ B M AE BATHELE SRR THL = 208)” , KR
I ABRBISZEEAT Ny “ 22187 Bk, BEMRAL TAE4 “221E 7 (MIEMEIVE, ™S 7 Fm A JsiE
HOC AR 2RI AT REAR i 4“2l AR S A EA WA b, VR IRIESE A 1A “ government (L
)7 “security (DREE)” B AL, RESHNEAN 18”7 1515 R PALN K E R, HAANERR
AR S AIRTAAR R, W1 “ Across age groups, filial piety and safety and security for their families were regarded
the most important (7E & MERE B, 208 LUK NI 4 S IRFEHA A S B2 ))”

5FomyAatt, SRy “Z0E 7 EE WA H A BT SRR AR TR . AR B 1A BE
B2 ALELOR, CREAERE SHSEE T “ZiE” kK. BRESRNAECARE, 4
5 “promote (544)” “emphasise (#1i)” “needs (77 %)” “advocate (f8F)” “celebrating (5A4%)” , X
R SR P AL 20 “ 22087 Mr(E i) = 3hHE 5 IR sRiE, K “F1E 7 ONER LIS
&, BARCNEER A5 S%, @1 “The Group has set the standard of providing high quality services for
others to emulate...it has also helped to promote the filial piety culture among the people (i%£E BIAMUB 37 T 7
JR R S5 (I, SEAERAR T 5047 T 2T A7 s TEEE B E) 1] “ taught (BE)” “absorb (W) ” “plant
()7, S “2ETE” BAE B B O AL AT A, SR AR R AR R S
LB, 40 “must have been taught lessons on filial piety by his school teachers (ftf.— € 52 i 2444 ¥
IS TIEMZT)”  “we plant the seeds of filial piety (FA1#E FZEHIFT)” -

4.2.2. XTI

Ay A HC T PIE T 15 A7) SGBEAA (L3 2), DATRFOBIN AN Dok PG PR [ “ 2258 7 3515 1A
R

FH 2 AP0, SO “22iE” iEE R RS L “foreigner (FMEIN)” ], A HMAGERRIL, MK
RIE P SR N DR E . R EAR . AILFESE . At RA N FEERIT, SkAH
TERARA R PR N G AR LA IS AR RIER AR “AhE” TBR, Xt 7 Homsam i & &
WRMA L AILGIREE . 535, “temple (SpJH)” — IR ZEHT N “ 208”7 15 b2 E T4 2R 27
[, 41 “Iam ready to explain to the residents what the temple have done to minimize noise pollution (F7H % [
Jei B AR ST A RO e 5 it R R ] e el D MR i 5 ) o B, BN “ 2 IE 7 wEE ORI “flat (2
B)” “scholarship (X54)” “premium (PRI 2%)” “agenda (IXFE)” “politician (B )"  “health-care (5
ST ORAE)”  “start-up CHIM A A])” ST RA . A FAEF] 5 SO0 BN, X R I H B s gk
W CFET IANER B EZEE, KAEEE . BT SRS A LB R IR, TERAA 1 E X
wHFE A “FEIE” Rk

E Ry “ 22187 1515 W B AE “father (3255)” “dad (23F)” “mother (BE3E)” “wife (FT)” “relative
CEB)” SEFRNGEBFRE, LA “folk (FiN)” “parent (SCBE)” “family (KEE)” “ceremony (f(zX)”
“generation (—4RN)” “face (Il F)” SR ERB S AL AR, BARR “Z20E” BREMNFEAN
PrAfst. SEIERE S AL RBEA, SIMHMEN. RIEAGIATRAE. BEERTEERRZ, “love(&)” —
TR FE BN AT v 22 Bl AT A 28 [ SN R S0U, T ) R G A S o U B 2 b O B X RE SR R T X
PUGIESE T E “ZEIE” 1HTERZ R .
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Table 2. Keywords of “filial piety” in Singaporean and Malaysian media

F 2. FiIK. SRAEILHEED “filial piety” BIXHEIA

HIn EEiRIA

FFe Kt i) K1H FFs KAt i) K18
1 foreigner* 74.3 1 father? 48.3
2 senior 55.8 2 dad 344
3 flat 28.4 3 folk 31.1
4 scholarship 21.6 4 parent 29.6
5 premium 21.4 5 relative 25.3
6 parent 16.4 6 wife 25.3
7 agenda 15.2 7 respect 24.6
8 noise 15.1 8 daughter 21.5
9 temple 13.7 9 mother 15.6
10 speech 12.8 10 family 15.1
11 politician 11.2 11 ceremony 12.3
12 health-care 10.7 12 love 8.7
13 start-up 10 13 generation 8.6
14 love 9.4 14 child 8.6
15 father 9.3 15 face 7.9

43. FEEE

B IR AT, BN R SR PG N [E O “2E0E 7 THIB AT . SR RO H R Sk E R S
FED R, LRI S AN [FE A 20 “ 286587 iEE e B m) “FE” R EMHE R ES HES
M B A TS HRIE ;. DoRVEERY “ZFE” 1B NAIHE A SE S B R S R BEAT A 4
t, BRI R R S BE Nk, ORI S & S AT, B 2 0 s &=
FRERESHSMEMLS G BN A S SR\ “FE” HiEEW Lo T, A g
ANFEE P LR BRGSO AR R L FE R 4R .

M SRR KRG, N B M DR BT G PR AR AR R ), BUT TR “— 2ot AR
Femb B SRR 1RO S BRI E K[ 12], B E IR ER C2EIE 7 iGN R L ES
BHPNMSRE S ARICEHEL, smiifkT. TSR M5 kv W2 78 08 B FE R 4 ih 1 %
fii AR, RSS2/, ZIREESA S CEER13], KRR R D Sh R G thflire “2iE”
2K TR R g 5 R e 3.

1E [ G B S T, BN HEAT 55 S m R IR B AR &R, ol R BN i SR RN g — 1k [12], “ 2l
WA N mT 51 2. AHERRA A S STE, HFEEEZL S SIEBEIIRE; ok v R R £F
CISR AR BRI B SR RIEILFEUR 141 07a B AR, B RBUDXT “ 287 T8 — I i ik,
“EE” ZAHSES. RIEIT.

sk T filial piety (155 1 AL REEA TR “piety (FIB)” N1 AUA “filial piety” HI—#B4r, RO HAIER, M 2 A “foreigner
FMEIN)” AR IUGERL 15 A7 4 414 o
SELE, M 2 7 “father (3238)” MRUIEHN 15 f7 G841
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FESCMM AR RAERT, BN CASEI 3 30, ARABBL SRR P B, WL “F1E” HEATIAR
Wlog, MHERE T ORES 2030t &5 BRI BLZ TR I SO A7 AR AL, “ 3
7 AF R TE RN FRBE M SO G5 5 B[ 15], o4 RIGRE A IR 5 A S B SCA A% AR (1 417

4.4. LB

ASCCUBIN . SoRVUIE “ 38”7 TEEATIA R KRR 24T B T X E AT, #8781
“FEIE” AR AR ARG O, TR AR T AN R R BOA A RS R S5 i 2 iR B AR K [
BRI SCAE . DAL, FRATTS T 3B B 2 E T BAR B S B . EE S sChRi, 3K
MERFE LA EE, Fefre R e, SREROERAER RN, M SEIL g . ks il
53 HE).

5. 4518

DR 2N — T T XA, BFH TR 22, B AR AR A SR . ASCRAE T
TR IR 73 v] DA RN 5 4 5 X E B A 0 S i, RE S A P s . EREROR
5 XEERO P RBOA . 25 30t EBR S RN 4R A IR G, AT BLT e & S 1N T3
s, AR X B A R A S AR AR, XIS E BT TR — D S SRR B A RIS
¥ EMEEZ TEIRIA, MBUIEIRIEES . R EN . W5 PR iE 5SS 2 T 2 48704,
T S BV 78 23 A 5 R WL X 3 i B LSS &, HESHIIT L R A -

AR, ABEFABAAE s RIRYE . Ho—, BRI Pk, BEFUKIT NOW #ERLZE, SUEREE L
WA RS SO S [ “FEIE 7 MOGTEE, REEMARIBVIR. AR A HATESE, XMELIER R
R ESTE] H ST T 2208 7 TR SRS e, WS BB NOW TERL I AR L iA] . < in] A ial i
T, W SRR SZAB T SRS AN G TLCHE I B R RE AT H =, WU Lo Bl S A\ SR Rl e T 73
B, X TR PG T A 2t HAR R “ 22087 WA IR BONHES . BT, BB — e s R
W, XTLLETRIE. RIBIVIREZICIESR, RPN P SCEARIERDT RRUGE G EX M 55— 5]
PR “E T XSS, TR ST A B A T PR SRR, IHERT SN R
JE AR F LA 22 Je I I 2, 2D R X ) W AR e B 18 ) LB 7

E&UH

KT At 2B AT “ BTS2 B Aa T P8 07 Aot b [ AR TS A B 7T 7 (TTY Y 23-
004) I B B PEAIE 7T i 2R

SE Tk
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