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Abstract

The integration of agriculture, culture, and tourism not only transforms rural industrial structures
but also promotes a shift in rural social relations from closed, familiar communities to open, com-
plex communities. Taking several typical tourist-resident villages in Malong District, Qujing City, as
case studies, this paper analyzes the formation mechanisms and internal limitations of this trans-
formation through the lens of social capital theory. The research finds that the reconstruction of
social relations in these villages is not a natural extension of traditional social capital, but rather a
process of reconfiguring “externally embedded social capital” shaped by external capital, institu-
tional arrangements, and market demands. Its strengths lie in rapidly expanding relational net-
works through multi-actor embedding, reshaping norms of reciprocity by integrating contractual
rules with local ethics, and generating limited universal trust through institutional safeguards.
However, risks arise when new forms of social capital become overly dependent on external enter-
prises and market channels, potentially weakening rural agency and eroding emotional community
bonds. This paper argues that the key to reconstructing rural social relations under the context of
agricultural-culture-tourism integration lies in transforming externally embedded social capital
into endogenous social capital, achieving a dynamic balance between open development and com-
munity autonomy, contract-based rationality, and local warmth.
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Table 1. Comparison of core indicators of typical residential tourism villages in Malong District before and after the integration
of agriculture, culture and tourism
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Table 2. The structure of “four-party investment” and income distribution in typical residential tourism villages of Malong
District
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