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Abstract

The Qing Dynasty marked a period of rapid development for book collections in ancient Chinese
academies. Moving beyond their previously scattered and haphazard state, these collections evolved
into a comprehensive, strictly regulated, and highly practical management system. Among these
processes, book acquisition and classification/cataloging were central components, vividly embod-
ying the academic philosophy and collection methodologies of Qing-dynasty academies. Drawing
primarily on historical records such as the annals, collection regulations, collection records, and
extant catalogs of representative Qing-dynasty academies—including Daliang Academy, Xianyuan
Academy, Wen Zheng Academy, and Zhongjiang Academy—this paper systematically examines the
acquisition criteria, resource acquisition models, and cataloging management systems of Qing-dyn-
asty academy libraries, while providing an in-depth analysis of the core characteristics of their li-
brary practices and the logic of their evolution over time. The study reveals that Qing dynasty acad-
emy libraries developed three core characteristics: a collection principle prioritizing practicality, a
resource expansion mechanism combining purchase and printing, and a standardized and adapta-
ble cataloging system. During the late Qing period, these institutions further underwent adaptive
reforms in response to the influence of Western culture. Clarifying the institutional frameworks and
practical experiences of book acquisition and cataloging in Qing-dynasty academies not only en-
riches research on the history of ancient book collections and the history of academies but also pro-
vides historical insights for contemporary efforts in building documentary resources, collating an-
cient texts, and cataloging practices.
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PTA TGS ISR 20T 2] L Rlas a2 . G 2s . WrsCBIPEDY RO F R TT, s/, IR 2% g
INIRTTARS 1T/ i SR 2 LA 2R D F I SCHR > W LR HERRAE AL, AR TR O R S5 4
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