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Abstract

This study focuses on the dilemma of “law does not punish the multitude” within the context of
cyberbullying governance in the digital internet era. The research identifies that cyberbullying,
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characterized by its “aggregative” nature and fission-style transmission speed, possesses social
harm far exceeding that of traditional insults and defamation. Current judicial practices face a triple
bottleneck: insufficient regulatory supply, blurred determination of causality, and an immense
number of participants, making it difficult to precisely allocate individual responsibility. To address
these issues, the paper proposes expanding the interpretation of the crime of insult, reconstructing
causal imputation rules adapted to online psychological violence, and establishing a graduated, dif-
ferentiated accountability system for “initiators, active participants, and followers”. Ultimately, the
research aims to rectify the misconception of “law does not punish the multitude,” balancing the
punishment of infringement with the protection of free speech to advance the rule of law in cyber-
space.
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