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Abstract

Guo Xiang, as a representative figure of the Neo-Confucianism in the Wei-Jin period, constructed a
unique philosophical system in his “Commentary on Zhuang zi”. He proposed the “individualization”
ontology, the theory of individual “nature classification”, the philosophy of “freely enjoying nature
and being content with fate” and the idea of “coordinating affairs in accordance with nature and
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being inactive”, which broke through the ideological limitations of previous Neo-Confucianism and
formed a harmonious and coherent theoretical framework. Guo Xiang’'s Neo-Confucianism not only
occupied an important position in the development of thought in the Wei-Jin period, but also the
ideas of individual differences, the thinking of coexistence of all things, the wisdom of governing in
accordance with nature and the way of spiritual settlement contained in it, after being creatively
transformed in the contemporary era, also have strong modern practical significance. This article

| TS

focuses on exploring the individual difference concept contained in Guo Xiang’s “nature classifica-
tion” thought for the enlightenment of modern enterprise personnel management, analyzing the
concept of “each thing having its own position and coexisting and interdependent” in the “individu-
alization” theory for the reference value of community ecological practice, and examining the inner
philosophy resources provided by its internal philosophy of “living freely and being content with
fate” for modern people to relieve mental stress and seek inner balance. While exploring the rea-
sonable core of Guo Xiang’s thought, this article also analyzes the implicit social fixation tendency
of his “nature classification” theory, the discussion of “saintly monarch”, and the tension between
the “saintly monarch” discourse and modern democratic rule of law, and attempts to explore the
possible paths for creative transformation in the modern context.
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