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Abstract

Western ecological modernization seeks to reconcile the tension between economic growth and en-
vironmental protection through “ecological rationality”, yet, being constrained by capital’s inherent
drive for profit, its “ecological rationality” in essence remains subsumed under “economic rational-
ity”. Ecological Marxism, in turn, offers a systematic critique of capitalist “economic rationality” but
is hampered by a one-sided opposition between rationalities and difficulties in practical implemen-
tation. By contrast, Chinese-style ecological modernization, drawing on the institutional strengths
of socialism, dialectically negates both of the preceding rationalities and generates an “eco-eco-
nomic rationality”, with “higher, more optimal, and more beautiful” as its value orientation, so as to
realize a superior organic integration of economic development and ecological protection. The con-
tribution of this research is to offer a philosophical rational reconstruction of “Chinese-style eco-
logical modernization”. Through a comparative critique of Western mainstream ecological modern-
ization theory and ecological Marxism, the paper establishes a crucial reference system for articu-
lating the distinctiveness and advantage of the Chinese model.
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