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Abstract

Based on the theoretical framework of Western Marxism, this paper takes the fast-fashion indus-
try as its research object and explores in-depth the phenomenon of pollution-liability inversion
within consumer-driven societies. By analyzing Western Marxist critical theories of consumption
and Marx’s “metabolic rift” theory alongside real-world cases of the fast-fashion industry, this
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paper reveals how capital, driven by profit-seeking motives, shifts environmental pollution lia-
bility away from producers toward consumers through constructed consumer-cultural narratives
and imbalanced power structures. The study demonstrates that pollution-liability inversion is an
inevitable consequence stemming from the internal contradictions of the capitalist mode of pro-
duction. Ecological justice and sustainable development can only be realized by reconstructing
responsibility-allocation mechanisms and deconstructing the ideological underpinnings of con-
sumerism.
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