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Abstract

Centered on Marx’s concept of “natural historical process” as a methodological framework and
grounded in the Marxist theory of human freedom and all-round development, this paper exam-
ines the issue of human modernization in the age of intelligence from a dual perspective. As the
contemporary form of productive forces, intelligent technologies generate profound contradic-
tions between their socialized nature and capitalist private ownership, systematically giving rise
to new forms of alienation such as algorithmic control, data monopolies, and temporal coloniza-
tion—posing major challenges to human modernization. Within the lens of the “natural historical
process,” this predicament emerges as a contemporary manifestation of the contradictory dynam-
ics between productive forces and relations of production under specific socio-economic condi-
tions. Drawing on China’s modernization practices and leveraging the practical conditions pro-
vided by its existing institutions, China has proposed a strategic response of “investing in people.”
Through systematic approaches—including sharing digital means of production, establishing
democratic governance systems for algorithms, and investing in free time and human capabili-
ties—the country aims to transform technological potential into conditions for comprehensive
human development. The study concludes that only through conscious adjustments in social re-
lations and innovative governance can intelligent technologies be harmoniously integrated with
society, enabling a crucial transition from an object-centered model of modernization to one cen-
tered on human development.
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