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Abstract

Marx’s theory of world history constitutes an important component of the materialist conception of
history and provides a classic analytical framework for understanding the emergence and contra-
dictions of modern-day globalization. Adopting the research method of textual interpretation, this
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paper sorts out the evolutionary context of the theory from its early-stage philosophical foundation,
mid-term elaboration through critique of political economy, to its multi-dimensional expansion in
Marx’s later-year anthropological studies and research on Eastern societies. It analyzes the core
logical chain of “capital logic-universal intercourse-world history-human emancipation”. The study
shows that capital valorization serves as the intrinsic driving force for the formation of world his-
tory. Universal intercourse generated by capital is both progressive and confrontational, and the
developmental tendency of world history lies in transcending capitalist domination and realizing
human emancipation. In the face of the dilemmas of global governance, this theory can reveal the
inherent contradictions of globalization and offer important theoretical references for exploring
diverse civilizational forms of modernization paths.
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