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Abstract

Metal-support interaction is vital of modulating electronic structure of metal nanoparticles as well
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as stabilizing these nanoparticles. In this study, nitrogen-doped carbon-loaded ruthenium nanopar-
ticle catalysts (Ru/CN) were successfully prepared by hydrothermal synthesis combined with high-
temperature pyrolysis strategy using cucurbit [6] uril (CB6), which has a unique cavity structure, as
a precursor. The effects of different treatment processes of precursors and different calcination tem-
peratures on the structure and electrocatalytic hydrogen reaction performance of the materials
during the synthesis were systematically investigated. The electrochemical test results showed that
the prepared Ru/CN catalyst exhibited excellent hydrogen reaction performance in alkaline elec-
trolyte, requiring only 12 mV overpotential to reach 10 mA cm-2 current density, and maintained
excellent catalytic stability after 220 h of continuous electrolysis at a constant current density of 10
mA cm-2, demonstrating significant performance advantages. This finding provides a new idea and
experimental basis for the design of efficient and stable HER electrocatalysts.
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1. 5]

SREVE NG R B IRER AR, TERRPRIES 5t R &2 ociE . F AT EUR B (HER) A2 7K HEL ARl & A% 0o it
T, bR B AL RE[1]-[4]. E AT, BAPOIEREMIY R B 20 HER 465, (B3 &8 A fl
e 1 P E A £ 1 AR FH[5] [6]. %7 (Ru) N & 1 E P B e BE A ARAS, #4009 Pt (B AE
FREA[71-[9]- 4RTT, Ru GNKIIURL 5y FH SR ANIE AT £ 2 5% AN JE 58 1) R ) 1 LS B FH[10] [11] DHIUk, 4
P BAR BT 5 SR AL Ru 0k . L4 i RS e, NI T A

WA RIR s LE R A 57 T A AR e P, R R G SR A AL R ) AR AR A4 [12] [13] T4
KWEFERI, eS80 R (WR) 1B 44 1T 525 R R A 10 FEL P RFPE[14]-[16] 0 N JEF (R 5] AU 5038 i
(TP, R REE T R B A7 s R E T X, (R G R AR (B e 5 A0 . A, N B 4R
5 Ru Z 8428 - AR AR A AT T A o A, HiAk Ru ) d Ao O B, MR AK HER i
FEIIBE2[17] [18]. Billn, N BAALnl N A, T Ru 9RO R T 74, 58I Koy
TR B 5 A B e 77 [19] [20] .

UG EHEWEFCESE N B2k A0 Ru AL HEREIE IR ER, (HIE A ENLEI R IRARR . 4,
FE G 46 T2 Ru G KBRS 42 1) 5 3804 oAH TELAE FH i P -7 L Pk o B 0, AR F S i ind S
VAR N B AR AR BT 450, 454 Ru GURBRI T i 608, KRR EIE - B EAERAX HER %
PERIEZI . B R N B SR THB S Ru M SR EBE, AR, FBeErdE
AR HER AL ISR ALH E % .

2. SCUGER4y
2.1 AFIFn{LEE

AHIE 52 B Al R 0 A4 S0 4T (35.0%~42.0% Ru). SR, oK OB, JlE. WRAER. hiR.
Nafion (5 wt%). AER N HTal, sLisidfE i HEMERH, THdk.
A AT AE 4 %8 A Bruker A &) D8 Advance X HFHRM K ATHHMX . 3 [E FEI /A 7] Tecnai G2 F20 i&

ik
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ST B . 5 E Thermo Scientific 23 & Thermo Scientific K-Alpha X B8y HL 7R . _EifE R B
A MR ) CHIGB0E HLfL~F T AR .

2.2. EWFIE R R EXTS MR

1) Ru/CN 1%

FREX 72 mg CB6, MM 5mL LB 7K, A48, FREL 15 mg RuCls xH20 JIIA 5 mL 255 7K
Wik, 4 RuCl ¥R N4 CB6 /7 HGR ', Bl 5565 % 50 mL RV L0 AT 7K U g, 140°C
FAF NIAT RN 6he RMEEH G, BHIEER, FUEE0HE, KIKHEETRKMILK GRS
B3, LAEBRARRMIMIAR . Kok m et i B T ] TR, 60°CH&M % 12 ho HL 60 mg +
B JE RS B T, BHTREIRBE, il 30 min B, BRERSAA T, BL5C/min (THR#E R
F% 600°C, fri 2h, K5 RNHY)id N Ru/CN.

2) Ru/C il &

FREX 30 mg k24, BN 5mL EBF/KEBR 7 #, F 15 mg RuCls xH:0 ¥ ##AE 5mL EE 1K+, ¥
RUCIs ¥V N 28 7% 2A (1 73 B0, 140°C 2640 N AT /KRS 6 he Fe ARG, B0 RITE, JHH
TR, LRGN, BGAE60C FEL T 12h. BTEEEA2IM~ME T4 W, 38 30min
B EEESAST, BLSC/min FHE#RE T4 600°C, fRid2 h, AHE=RERE, BEIN~Pid
N Ru/C.

3) MEALFIERIK ] &

FREX 3 mg Bl & HIMEAL IR AR 3 mg B, BT 2 mL B.08H, I 600 b 5 A EE LS 80 b
Jii 538N 5%I1) Nafion i, AR, HIF3 50 A K. B BHER I 28 uL L
F K (AR 738N 0.5 mg-cm?), ISR T RN 05 x 0.5 em? [RBARR . FFHAE=RT
HARIE T, AT AL PR REINA .
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Figure 1. (a) XRD patterns of CB6, Ru/CB6 heated reflux centrifugation, Ru/CB6 hydrothermal centrifugation; (b) XRD
patterns of Ru/CN hydrothermal centrifugation, heated reflux centrifugation, room temperature stirring centrifugation

[ 1. (a) CB6, Ru/CB6 MMAEIRES L, Ru/CB6 7K#RELE) XRD iE[E; (b) RUCN ZKIREL, MARERELD, =EH
HELCH XRD EE

W 1(a)ffi7~ A CB6. Ru/CB6 MN#EIRES £ Ru/CB6 ZKIE L) X HHRATH (XRD) K. @it xf bk
SRR, ZERTHIEARRL, RIFIX =M AR 45 ARL, I HAE Ru/CB6 KA. ) XRD % &
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KA R B JE T 408 Ru BTG, W RER T AR RuNPs iR EUNITEL. it SR A
bR 5 T FE A 2 G B R, FRATTNS Ru/CB6 HEAT 1 MBtheAbHE . W] 1(b) FioR, A7k #vEg O AR BE 1) Ru/CB6
FETER e RIS ON B B & m AT, R RET &, BN S, 7638.4°, 42.2°, 44° b H
FIATEIE 7 5V )8 T4 )8 Ru (PDF#06-0663) (1) (100). (002)A1(101) 1, X —45 H ik —HiFs T4 )8 Ru
(100 1) A7 48 B G AR AR S5 R TR T

SR FH 35 554 P AU (TEM) A sy 23 932 5 PR SR AU BE (HRTEM) XS 5 BT RU/CN AL AT T3 R AE
30T T 2(a) i, TEM 23 #r4 RK B, RUICN HEAL IR DI R BE T AT SR AR CB6 HIERZ5 1 K31k - HRTEM
Bl — 24875 T RuNPs RS 44514 (1] 2(b)), Hodnd& AEE Y 0.205 nm, %f 3T Ru (PDF#06-0663) (1) (101)
i, 5 XRD 45 AR —8, #E—2PAES2 7 Ru NPs [ 3l 738 % L S AR 254 BT A o

(@) - (b) g

Figure 2. SEM image of Ru/CN hydrothermal centrifugation; (b) HRTEM
image of Ru/CN hydrothermal centrifugation
[& 2. (a) Ru/CN 7k #E:(:B SEM [El; (b) Ru/CN 7k #E5:0:f HRTEM
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Figure 3. XPS of Ru/CN (a) survey spectrum; (b) C 1s; (c) O 1s
[ 3. RU/CN () £iEE; (b) C 1si&E; (c) O 1s iEE
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Figure 4. XPS spectra of Ru/CN and Ru/C (a) N 1s; (b) Ru 3p
4. RU/CN 1 Ru/C #(a) N 1s iZ[E]; (b) Ru 3p iZ[E
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HIH X 206 f 7 BE 3 (XPS) % Ru/CN 1 Ru/C AL 2R TH I T B AL M A A A HEAT | RGRALE.
HRHE RU/CN ) XPS 43 [ o~ (14 3(a)), 7E RU/ICN fiEALFIHAZLE Ru. C. N =Fut®k, RUIN tx
BN RUICN AL . 5t RU/ICN EAM KB C 1s W R T 2 I & 2o 3(b)), Ru/CN K C 1s
7 284.8 eV. 286.17 eV. 287.91 eV. 280.4 eV F1 281.16 eV ALl LLIL& N I, 23 5%t B T C-C. C-
N. C=0. Ru®f1 RuO,, i#t—*GiFM N Je&R B C K. 14 3(c) &~ O 1s %K 7F 530.6 eV, 532.26
eV M1 533.94 eV bl fl & =i, 2 5I%t N F C=0. C-O 1 Adsorbed O. N 1s 73 ¥ Bl oA o (14
4(a)), fF 398.56eV. 399.63eV. 400.66 eV Fll 401.53 eV AbFUh & HPUANE, 43 F5%F B F e 0. I
FBFEMENE I, MTE RU/C AT, REE NES, #—PIUESE T N JGEHTE RUCN H 1K
Di# . %F RU/CN 1] Ru 3p XPS #5403 AT 405 7 (2] 4(b)), 1E 462.06 eV Fll 484.35eV &b r 4 tH Ru
3pare M1 Ru 3pup 45 S REAL XU, TH)E T 482 Ru, TM7E 465.62 eV 1 488.06 eV Ab4bl-& H i X U] )
J&T RuO2. 5 Ru/C #HLL, Ru/CN 1 Ru 3p W4 & RE M= RETT MW 4 0.32 eV, X—ILRKH N T
RGNS T &8 - SRR FAHEAEN, SEEZNET N RUEBEE CN k. &R,
I N JEFOINBER, T RAROE e R - BUAM EAER, W Ru (TR0, A&
FHEA BT EUR S (HER) & £

3.2. N FEFAxHE/F HER 1EBERIRNT

NARGE A [F AL EE 7 6 RUICN A AL FRHT S BL(HER)MERE IR, R AR = AR R, 1
1 M-KOH #1 0.5 M-H,SO4 251 X Hab AT Bfb M RE . @il 5(@)fiw, B2 T, Sk LA
1) RU/CN AL AR I H S 57 1 HER W& 1, FIAF) 10 mA-cm™2 B2 FE T 75 B LA 0 12 mV,
BERT =R QL mV)RINA R (27 mV). ZflHh, FERR AN (15 5(b)), /K#GE O AREE ) RU/CN
[FIRE I AR AL TSP, A3 10 mA-om 2 HLJR 2 B T 75 (0 FEA N 24 mV, BB T = iR 07 (68
mV) A EIFE (71 mV). X Ee5E BRI, KGR FE T 2 A6 RUICN HEAR 7 AT A7 A 20 A AR 7
GEF, NI S 25 3R T AR 98 pH YS9 I HER (L fE

150 — R L 21mV -150 R B R0 68mV
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Figure 5. HER performance of Ru/CN under different reaction conditions, (a) 1
M-KOH; (b) 0.5 M-H2S04
5. Ru/CN ZEARR R 75 TH HER 144E(a) 1 M-KOH; (b) 0.5 M-H2S04

£ 1 M-KOH F1 0.5 M-HzSO4 2614, #RFT 7 BRRIRE X RU/ICN HER MEREMRZIE . 4] 6(a) s,
T 254 T, 24 Ru/CB6 IR K 228 600°C I, b 772 It et 7 1) HER & 14, A %) 10 mA-cm
P IR 5 1 P 7 B0 AL 9 12 mV, BT 500°C (35 mV) I 700°C (38 mV)FIEE L. AERRTEA 5T T (14
6(b)), 600°CiE KAbHEf) RU/CB6, 1A E] 10 mA-cm 2 HLJA %5 B A 75 (1 A A 24 mV, BHRAK T 500°C (53
mV)Fl 700C (53 mV). ET FRSZIGEEH, FATH & LUK IS O AL B I 45 600°C B e i il £ 1)
Ru/CB6 1E M Ja it Fu i) EMEA T X — A SFAF AU LR T HEAFHIAESE pH a1 N RIS HER &1,
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Figure 6. HER performance of Ru/CN under different reaction temperatures, (a)
1 M-KOH; (b) 0.5 M-H2S04
[& 6. Ru/CN ZEAE R FLERE THY HER 14AE(a) 1 M-KOH; (b) 0.5 M-H2S04

1) B S R HER MBI

7E N2 WA 1 M-KOH HLfigirh, SRR AE = Hi il ik 2% RU/ICN. Ru/C LA NAL PYC HE A7 )
HER PEREEAT VP4 . AL DRSS SRR B, RU/CN EALFIZR I H 5L HER #&1E, Wikl 7(a) s, Hik
F] 10 mA-cm2 IR E E T R B AU 12 mV, KT Ru/C (33 mV)FIfELAL PUC (17 mV). Ak
— I B HER [ B8l 775 ML, 385 Tafel & 2405 708 K IL(E 7(b)), RU/CN ) Tafel #1275 49 mV-dec™,
W1 AK T Ru/C (73.39 mV-dec ) Ak Ak PUC (57.72 mV-dec ). X—45 R %E W], Ru/CN fE{LFTIEAE N
51 HER N3N 75, HIL R BIHLHIEE Volmer-Heyrovsky #%74% .
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Figure 7. The electrocatalytic HER performance of Ru/CN, Ru/C and Pt/C in alkaline solution. (a) Polarization curves; (b) the
corresponding Tafel curves; (c) The ECSA-normalized LSV curves; (d) Electrochemical AC impedance spectra

7.RU/CN, Ru/C #1 Pt/C £ 1 M-KOH ;&R P AV 1L HER 14&E, (a) MRikBhZk; (b) BIERFIER,; (o) BILFEM
KA ERREEL; (d) BAEZRENIE

AL 240 M R T AR (ECSA) 2 VAl AL FIAE G M 1 B S 8 — . WlE 8 fiow, B AEAS Rk
Z(10~50 mV-s=1) I S 8 DX R PR AR 22 il 26 AU XL 2 HL 25 (Car), K I RU/CN AR Ca
{5 52 mF-cm=2, %3 & T Ru/C (24 mF-cm-2)fl k4L PYC (30 mF-cm-2). X —45 1K1, Ru/CN {1t
FIRe S B 55 T8 2 M s A B IE PR i, AT 3 B B8 s AR A V& 1 o il — D ER SO R AR AR P, X0
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RU/CN. Ru/C LA ik Ak PH/C ) LSV Hi£Ri34T ECSA H—{LAbH# (14 7(c). H—1LJ51 LSV #hzks
JR 46 LSV Hir 2k 5 9 AR R (A8 Ak 35, GESE N B3OS I 7 iEvEAL s, 8 BEE T T8
AAEEYE . Ak, I A BE TS (EIS)WT 78 1 BB T 1 3 72 (151 7(d)). 25 RE W], Ru/CN AL
NI S /N A B AT e R BB, Ul W A S s I BT e e 2 . IX— 25 R Ca M1 LSV A4 R —
B, - BIESE T RU/CN ARG S 0 R A A 12 B8 32 051 TR T SOOI A0 P B 1 45 A AR 38 2 11 P 77 5 7% i

J1.
(a) 4 Ru/CN (b) 2 Ru/C
— 21 1
o /__—————— o
E - £ 1
o ; Q c—
<« 91 [ < 01 | ]
E | E
=, =)
10-50 mV s 10-50 mV s
;.18 0.21 024 027 030 0.33 %.18 0.21 024 027 030 033
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2] NE 41+ RulC
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<0 ?( ~ 2 L
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™ 2 A //,L/’
cm
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Figure 8. CV curves of Ru/CN, Ru/C and Pt/C (a~c) in 1 M-KOH solution at
different scan rates (10~50 mV-s™); (d) Bilayer capacitance fitting diagrams
& 8. Ru/CNRu/C H1 Pt/C (a~c)7E 1 M-KOH j&i 1 7 [E]3 3R % T (10~50
mV-s ) CV BiZk; ()NEBREIHAE
@) == (b) ©) o
0 ) 0 e —— Ru/C
— —~—~ — -5
o -50 o -50 N
; 5 e =
< < <
§100 5100 g—
s 150 Zas
Initial = |nitial
200 T T T 5,007 -200 T T T 5,000 -20 T T T T
-0.3 -0.2 -0.1 0.0 0.1 -0.3 -0.2 -0.1 0.0 0.1 0 50 100 150 200 250
Potential (V vs.RHE) Potential (V vs.RHE) Time (h)

Figure 9. Comparison of polarisation curves of (a) Ru/CN and (b) Ru/C in 1 M-KOH solution before and after 5000
CV cycles, (c) i-t curves of Ru/CN and Ru/C at 10 mA-cm2 current density
& 9. 1 M-KOH &% 7 (a) Ru/CN F1(b) Ru/C #E£ i 5000 X CV IR EIEMRILERZXTLE, (c) RU/CN F1 Ru/C

£ 10 mMA-cm2 ERIZE T i-t fhik

AL AR TR PP A (AR 1 B K DG BB AR 22— o AT 70K A Ikt i A PRl (ADT) Al v B Ha JAE v
(i-%F RU/CN Al Ru/C AR E EHEAT T R GE1FA . Wk 9, CV MIA4SE RAEH], 21d 5000 X AEHA
J&, RUICN AL AR AL it 2ok 02 2 (A%, 7E 10 mA-om 2 BI85 5 i LA FEAIE 4 mV; A ELZ
T RulC EALFIFEAR R S5 AF S ARAL 2 A B W R A F8, 1 s 7 FEAKIL 10 mV, & W] Ru/CN B A BEAR 7 (Y
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Hb e e v o 30— 2Dl T BRI R B, 7E 10 mA-cm 2 {H 2 LI TE R, RUICN fEfL 43T 220
h B R, LIRS T e 4k RRAEMTAGAE 1) 80%, 1 Ru/C fEALFTILE 60 h Ji B I EHIAGE I 71%. X Fh
S PR BE AT U R TR B8R 5 RuNPs 2 [ (150 4 @ - S BLAE R, 80N A 2] 1 & 4 7 1) 2R
SRRV, T RIEEE T T AL A4 FR AR A

2) BRMZAF N HER M REMHR

1E N HIRIH 0.5 M-HoSO4 HURT R, R FIARAE= ik &R, Xt RU/ICN. Ru/C LA K kAk PYC 47
PRI . n/&] 10(a~b)F7n, RU/CN i F] 10 mA-cm—2 HL i %5 1 B 75 (5 HiLA Dl 24 mV,  tafel 2154 62
mV-dec-, T Ru/C (710 9 57 mV, tafel #1354 80 mV-dec-t), FHLH BN M HER (AL IE . @it
XA EF#(10~50 mV-s—1) N EIFEIAMR 2 2175, 53] Ru/CN. Ru/C FIF§kAL PUC ) Cafl.
P 10(d)FT7~, RU/CN HJ Cqi fH 4 37 mF-cm=2, ft-F Ru/C (7 mF-cm-2), B Ru/CN EA 5K H AL 2EE
PERTA . I s AL 2= BRBUIT 70 T AL RIS T 0 f 7% 8% (151 10(c)), RU/CN 1 LA 3% 7% 3502 AR T RulC,
KW RU/ICN HEALFIFERRMEA 5T O 5 0 HER 4 6 32 B2 A DRI LK 19 H A 25 395 P 2 T R AR o3 280 1) P
HHRe
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Figure 10. The electrocatalytic HER performance of Ru/CN, Ru/C and Pt/C in acid solution. (a) Polarization curves; (b) The
corresponding Tafel curves; (c) Electrochemical AC impedance spectra; (d) Bilayer capacitance fitting diagrams

10.RU/CN. Ru/C #1 Pt/C 7 0.5 M-H2SO4 iR PRV 1L HER 148, (a) RLHRZ; (b) BIERPER; (o) BULZE
XRMEMIE; (d) NEERENUGE

4. &g

AL, CB6 Fl RuCls il i S HE A SE &, R4 iR A BRAS BIRUI5 2415 71 2 Ru NPs 4L
XPS &5 RRH, NITEMGINE BT RuFIHE T4, (2 RulgHE 2 FHEEmEIR, BEY
W& - AR A EAER, MM T HER M sh 5l fE . Bfb 2 aE MR B oR, AR R
PERBRAE A 5T P R I AR S HER 5%, TAF] 10 mA-cm~2 LI %5 5 T 75 B B A7 23 304 24 mV Fil 12
mV. FEAETERMESAE T, AR R e M 76 10 mA-em=2 - % B N FRE2 L fig 220 /it
Jei, LI AN B LRI WIRAE A 80% A A7 . IXLE4E R W], RU/CN Ak 7S B 5 i e AL A0
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