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Abstract

The “Belt and Road” Initiative has gone through 10 years since it was put forward and has
achieved fruitful results. As a strategic opponent and the largest trading partner, the attitude of
the United States towards the “Belt and Road” Initiative is particularly critical. The attitude of
American society towards the “Belt and Road” Initiative has attracted the attention of domestic
scholars. However, there are still gaps in the research on the change of American society’s attitude
towards the “Belt and Road” Initiative from a diachronic perspective and using pragmatic theory.
This study takes the Washington Post, the largest newspaper in the United States, as the break-
through point, collects the reports related to the “Belt and Road” Initiative from 2017 to 2023, es-
tablishes a corpus, analyzes the keywords and index lines in the reports with the help of analysis
software Antconc, and describes and explains the retrieval results from the perspective of linguis-
tic adaptation theory. On this basis, it discusses the change of American society’s attitude towards
the “Belt and Road” Initiative.
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Table 1. Annual number of articles published by the Washington Post on the Belt and Road Initiative
F 1l (EERRmERIR) XTF “—F—” BUMNEELXE

Fy 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 sty

& 4 5 4 6 48 116 26 209

M LR ERATATDURTE A, M 2017 4E1 4 3% 2022 4F 1) 116 4, (HRREEMIER)Y XF «“—F
— 7 BRI HCE R N

MESCEPRATATLLEMME B, B 2017 4£5 2023 £ R TR A S BT, H 2017 £
2020 F EIREEAR . T ES, (B ETHEREON TR, PR CEAR 1. 2021, 2022 K CEIGK
Fa A, JUHOR 2022 &, AR SCECHEEL 10 R 2023 FERRTHAN A T, PR SCE DA
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Table 2. Keywords table

2. REIAR

2023 2022
Rank Freq Keyness Keyword Freq Keyness Keyword

1 372 398.089 china 1865 543.372 china

2 236 240.577 chinese 818 223.922 chinese

3 87 95.937 xinjiang 456 136.062 states

4 86 94.834 states 465 128.414 trump

5 80 88.218 beijing 456 125.767 united

6 86 85.631 united 382 113.982 beijing

7 97 85.166 government 357 106.522 countries
8 67 73.882 blockchain 373 101.403 economic
9 63 69.472 afghanistan 325 96.974 Xi

10 62 68.369 countries 368 92.839 new

11 82 64.935 world 353 77.252 trade

12 58 63.958 kazakhstan 346 75.323 world
13 61 58.745 security 325 74.692 president
14 58 55.537 international 246 73.402 asia

15 58 55.537 trump 202 51.604 security
16 50 55.136 kazakh 223 51.57 country
17 46 50.725 kazakhs 201 51.316 global
18 51 48.073 global 170 50.725 projects
19 51 48.073 people 198 50.45 investment
20 54 45.724 foreign 197 50.162 administration

2021 2017~2020
Rank Freq Keyness Keyword Freq Keyness Keyword

1 696 418.559 china 82 166.943 china

2 318 186.044 trump 61 131.624 korea

3 307 171.258 chinese 58 115.844 north

4 225 139.333 Xi 35 67.214 south

5 246 127.8 president 41 64.796 world

6 190 117.659 states 26 56.102 countries
7 187 105.98 united 26 56.102 russia

8 157 97.224 india 29 54.638 area

9 147 91.031 asia 28 52.549 international
10 150 83.507 economic 22 47.471 pakistan
11 150 76.885 road 28 47.384 korean
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12 106 65.641 beijing 20 43.155 kazakhstan
13 138 59.601 world 20 43.155 states
14 129 54.559 trade 21 38.008 economic
15 112 54.513 belt 20 35.946 islamic
16 86 53.256 spicer 20 35.946 people
17 97 51.555 global 20 35.946 united
18 83 51.399 countries 13 28.051 hunchun
19 106 51.016 power 13 28.051 rajin
20 79 48.921 pacific 18 27.498 chinese

BE BAAN, W UESBA — R HHEBRR ARt EX BARIE S TR, B
EAMUEZER CHIE TR 185 i LSRR, T 2 B SRR (T E SR, f17KF, 2009).
PG U, 15 E LRSS BRI A S S AL, BCE A B2 . PR T (CHRRRITHR AR ) Rk
TEROCHIR AT 208, Refg A3 BIRIE MEE X T “—ir—B% 7 (B Y] s [2].
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A K economic — 1A W H EBLTE T 28 14 7.

2) 2021 XA OCE A R, AT MR EIE 2, SBUAH B ER LK. s, A4
(K ARIE) S5 b thde o b nE ) 4 FR A China, United States, India; #4445 Asia, Beijing, Pacific, Global;
N&(JHRiE)H Xi, Trump, Spicer, president; At power. FK/xEEM) “States” , “United” ¥
W R GER R BERR T, BB, 55 6 M 7 1, REEXFLENFHEEKN TS558, N
XER R, AT VR S EN T “—ar— %7 (B GE R0 IH2 E . 1 H 5 2013 F 2016 FiX
ANEITTAHEE, IR AL B Beijing &M TT LAAM (i Fa A H EIBURF),  HAh S /2 i 7 v B BE R B X 3k
AR, RMUFEMXNT “—H—” KU O AR RS i B2 T 5 K38 Bl [3]

A5 2013 F 2016 HIT R FE AR 2 AL, BIS5Z5 A E3G 0, i ecomomic, trade, i H.
economic HF44 EFH3I 755 10 fi7; M5 “—r—#% 7 JEPELAHICHY road, belt Ul K H LA BRI R
Wt 2, FESAE 2017 Fkk T BUAE RS, X TAFNE s EFIG EFA.

3) 2022 E R AT ERERE R (RBIIRR )Y Xt “——8” BIIRIERZH—F. X—FK
KI5 2017 FEAALL, R AR A& AR [, AS R TR R A 5 A, 43 7l /& new, security, projects, investment
PA K administration. FMFRATRESSE H, 2022 4£5 2021 EAHLEL, (5 HGEZ M) IH & R BUA VI
e WANERD]: B, BRFEEM “United” F1 “States” PiiaHE4 R ETF, X ERA China AT Chinese
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4) 2023 fEHREEAIR S 2021 AL T BRI . Hoe, EA S HOCRE P, ten
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iX— 55 M economic. trade 25 1A HE 4% AW b T AT DLEDAIE
33. “—F—I” BNEERRIITHARIH

FHUTHI TiERE S HIERE AR E M R A BB B RS o] Dodid R T A E A% H ST
i E)SE N %5 (Svenja Adolphs, 2006) [4]. fE4EZR/RACE R, BT 155 B I £E DL SN 55 0658
PR UE N B A O B 2 o ARG A 2% B8 AN 2 404 2 DR 3 AL N IR 35 7™ 4 ) 5752 5K (Vershueren,
1999) [5]. Fhax DA ZFA AR 2R AR ELAE T A 1 Ul i 3 A p k2003, AT 5 21 5005 2 001 5 IR+ .
WU, FATATLLER S “—a—B” B2 AT R 5T o0, MR A H 1015 5 ke L E

ST IZABBIAEL . PR
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MR, XF 4 DERITTHRIERHE BT R ST, IRk AT s C Al B% 7 BN
KH) 10 SREE AL AL 3, FF LA 3 NFEREHEAT 21T

Table 3. Indexes rows

%< 3. &3l1T

— HE
L 2023 2022
o A
scandal shows the dark side of China’s Belt and I . .
L - - unlike his predecessor, is not a huge fan of Chi-
1 Road Initiative: Why would countries get involved , R
. - . - na’s Belt and Road initiative.
in China’s economic and political trap?
2 metttriion-dollar plom to fimants infrastruoturs VWit s Belt and Road Initative, China thought i
ar p - could outperform Western projects
in 70-odd countries
3 Xinjiang is on China’s “Belt and Road,” but it is also said the Belt and Road Initiative comes with po-
the site of a crackdown on Muslims. tential benefits and risks.
Chma_ IS t_arge'gm_g fo_r its “Belt and Road |n|t|_at|ve, China’s Belt and Road Initiative has made the
4 which is building infrastructure and spreading countrv poular throuahout Africa and Asia
China’s influence around the world. y pop 9
making it the Chinese gateway to Europe and a key  a central hub in China’s ambitious Belt and Road
5 stop on the Belt and Road. But it has also been the initiative, a plan to create China-friendly economic
site of an all-encompassing crackdown. hubs
He singled out China’s “One Belt, One Road” eco- was kind of forced to bill its projects as part of
6 nomic initiative as being a tool to advance “Chinese Chinese President Xi Jinping’s broad Belt and
global dominance.” Road Initiative in a bid to gain Beijing’s support.
7 its multitrillion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative. Putin’s Silk Road gamble: China’s Silk Road is
Everyone would have to use one element of a “Greater Eurasia”
global supply chains that pass through the while praising the Belt and Road plan, Moscow is
8 Belt-and-Road system-potentially seriously im- keen to prevent Beijing’s geopolitical domination

pacting U.S. interests

of continental Eurasia
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Chinais one of Kazakhstan’s main investors and a China’s penetration of Central Asia under the Silk

9 strategic partner in the Belt and Road initiative. Road banner has not, so fzflr‘ dpne any substantial
harm to Russian interests.

launching spot for Beijing’s trillion-dollar Belt and But infrastructure projects under President Xi

10 Road global infrastructure project Jinping’s Belt and Road Ir_ntlatlve echo many of the
same mistakes.
L
T~ 2021 2017~2020
o A
1 India and others have voiced concern about the Belt ~ Take, for example, China’s $40 billion Silk Road

and Road’s geostrategic implications Fund

if all the “Belt and Road”-pledged money is spent it
2 would dwarf the U.S.-led Marshall Plan that
helped western Europe rebuild after World War 1.

the new Silk Road Fund would help to finance
China’s plans to

President Xi Jinping’s plan to build a new Silk
Critics of the plan tend to view the Belt and Road as Road trading route and to make this area, which

3 merely a trade route for oil and minerals. incorporates the Yanbian autonomous prefecture
with its large ethnic Korean population
who touted the “belt and road” initiative at a heavily _PreS|dent X Jmpm_g_s one rqad, one belt |n|t|a_-
4 orchestrated two-day summit tive, an effor_t _by Bt_eumg_ to _bund_strong economic
and political ties with its Asian neighbors
an important part of China’s ambitious One Belt, Chinese investment to Pakistan as part of its One
5 One Road initiative to build up infrastructure net- Belt, One Road initiative and a greater degree of
works political support
touted his “belt and road” initiative, a centrally di-
6 rected project to pour hundreds of billions of dollars Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
of infrastructure investments into countries across ship , and China's "One Belt, One Road"
Eurasia.
Beijing has swept through the Asia-Pacific and
7 beyond promoting a “belt and road” initiative whose “Yucheng model facilitates” one road, one belt’
centerpiece is widespread economic investment strategy,” read one headline in state media.
abroad.
With leader Xi Jinping’s “One Belt, One Road”
8 initiative, China has launched an audacious global
program of investment power.
9 China’s ambitious Belt and Road initiative will

increase its presence in the Gulf,

by China’s “One Belt, One Road” initiative, which
10 promotes Chinese investment in Central Asia and
Southeast Asia.

1) f£ 2017~2020 XA T, 5“7 EUGERCHIIEA T B R K “$40 billion”
WHX C—H—” BH R TS K “finance” . “trading route” LA “build strong economic ties
(R EMATER)” 55 BRItz oh,  (CREUITHD) BN “——B” AMUZ “Chinese investment
(hEEF) 7, B S E ki —Fh “political support (BUESCHR)” . & —Fh “strategy (fi#%)” .
TEX—HHHARI AR, (IR ) X “—aF—B% 7 (BN IR A E R E =T, Rk e 53R ER
ALK, T g7 ABVORE A M E 2 AR

2) 2021 iXANHLIGE 2017~2020 HUGAHEL, BRT AN “—ir— BT ENEENERRZ 4, SHEWTI 7
MV 2, H HIZE WS E B GERR . /IR EIMA “concern (JHIE)” , “geostrategic implications
(HZBUAKIFLI)” . “merely a trade route for oil and minerals (XA & —46 4 1 A A P2 IS 5 2 88)”
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“promotes Chinese investment in Central Asia and Southeast Asia (123 E 78 dr WAL A AL %) 7 5. 1
“ambitious (FHFLA)” “touted (F45)” “audacious (-ZEFT)” Zeia BB “—#—%” (BIFIR T
P A AT . “dwarf the U.S.-led Marshall Plan (4355 14T S 16 S 8iOR THRIFETE W4k)” AU “—
i 5 RE SR E SR C SEURTER AR, B UCATHE a7 B “ BHURTTHR” 1
SO DTSR . PR ELBC T AER th, SRERE “—i—B8” (BRI EG 5%, Do EREDI £
B “BHURTR” B8 — AR XA R A TR ERR %7 BRI,

3) 2022 HyoH, XF “—ar—E” BBUW AT ARGk, i “ambitious (EFOEIENN)”
“mistakes (Fi%)” 5. EXELPEM T, BERHEE ST i — B EHMHEESEY .
“geopolitical domination (JZx4tiR)” , Wy “ W —#8” KK —Fh “penetration (Zi%)” : HIX,
B U EAN 7 58 1 6 B AL 2o “—a — B8 7 KR R BRI 240G MBI SCA BB A . tein
“potential benefits and risks (¥ 7E 1R & 5 X&) 7, “make the country popular (LEXANE K FATIEK)”
“gamble (¥ 1H)” &,

4) 2023 FLIGHT, (CHRERTHTRY X T “ —ir—8 7 A8 AT 5 BB NS5k 5 B A% . “the dark side
(Bm&TE)” « “economic and political trap (5 AIBUAIEIE)” . “crackdown (FE)E)” ST “—Hi—i#%”
BRI [N, YO8 “—a—” B FEZEBE RSN T “spreading China’s influence around the
world (kR ELEHE A5 1)) 7 Bi# 155 “global dominance (&RRIZHI )7 » BN, HiEGTL “—iH—
%7 B A R “seriously impacting U.S interests (52038 E A 21) 7 o IXEU SR T 2023 4F, SEEASNT
T a7 B EORER B, YO EBUF BN T TRER R, R TR R

BT B A RO AR P SR A R B, UEE AT LA RIS F I, RIRR WA,
2R E LR B SR AR AT R 5 0 E 5 TR, R B SRR TR . WX — RUR L, R IITH
DIl AT B SR I 28 51, e T EEA ST BT BT S S

4. BB

ARG REA (EBEWHTHRY X “——8” EUERIER B @&iEEE, XF 2017 4% 2023 42 |7
AR DGR IE HEAT T %8R 5 RT3 41 FH LAE S S8 A FERRT 73 b 00 25 SR AT T RE . AT
WHN, EEAEXT “—H 87 FISER RSN R AR Rk E; ERE “«—w %" i, =
[E 4k 2 1) R BOCY) S IELE T BUA . Mg S UURAET by Wit “—w—8” My el 3, A
TREEMFELE S RE S E ) wAEEE, R E C——8” BIE MR R A 5%,
P E “—aF— B8 R ERILH T o 1wk 2 F b7 i 03 [6] .

FHMRATHRAZE B, At AR BARE TE A R RO RE AR P 7 ST . T S — Rl 3 TR i
S5k, WATEZEMRS SMERERIBE T, VHr b B, R .
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