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Abstract

Short video platforms enter the public’s horizon with video playback functions, but in recent years,
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many users gradually begin to use the social functions of short video platforms to communicate
and interact with acquaintances. Among them, the “@friends” function of TikTok platform has at-
tracted the use and attention of many users. By borrowing Habermas J.’s the Theory of Commu-
nicative Action, through interviews with young users who use the “@friends” social function of
TikTok platform, the author finds that the “@friends” function enables users to experience social
respect based on intersubjectivity, the speech validity of various symbols highlights the sincerity
of social behavior, and the rational communication conditions provided by the user build a social
boundary. On this basis, this paper also discusses people’s real social needs in social media, dis-
cusses people’s social needs to be cared for and treated sincerely, and hopes to establish appro-
priate “social boundaries” between people.
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