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Abstract

This study employed semantic network analysis on the Weibo platform to conduct discourse analysis
on comments containing keywords such as “romance”, “singles”, and “marriage” from January 2022
to June 2024. The research revealed that discussions among young people regarding marriage and
dating centered around four main topics: “laws and policies related to marriage” “costs of marriage
and childbirth”, “social pressures and risks”, and “individual-related factors”, expressing complex
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emotions and attitudes towards marriage and dating. Social factors such as economic pressure, gen-
der discrimination in the workplace, and traditional gender role perceptions influenced young peo-
ple’s willingness to marry and have children. Despite the diversification of attitudes towards mar-
riage and childbirth, traditional views on marriage and family still had a significant impact. Therefore,
there was a need to form a tripartite coordination mechanism among the state, enterprises, and fam-
ilies to reduce the opportunity costs of marriage and childbirth and enhance young people’s willing-
ness to marry and have children.
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Figure 1. Semantic network analysis of 255 keywords
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