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Abstract

In the context of digital capitalism, the boundary between games and labor has become blurred, and
“play” and “labor” have formed a dual relationship. Therefore, clarifying the inherentlogical connec-
tion between games and labor is crucial for understanding the connotation changes of games and
labor in the digital environment, how traditional Marxist labor theory of value has changed, and the
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operation mode of digital capitalism. Based on Julian Kiicklich’s concept of “playbour”, this paper
focuses on the game “Genshin Impact”, which is owned by Shanghai Mihoyo Network Technology Co,
Ltd, discusses the generation mechanism of players becoming “playbour” and performing “digital
labor”, and ponders how to understand the labor behavior of players in the game from the perspec-
tive of popular culture.
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