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Abstract

Compared to the birth of cinema worldwide, the production of China’s first historically documented
film, “Ding Jun Shan,” lagged by a decade. Some scholars have designated the period of film dissem-
ination in China prior to this as the “prehistoric era”. The development of Chinese prehistoric cin-
ema was a consequence of capitalist commercial ambitions and diplomatic considerations. Through
the commercial act of showing films, the West introduced this new cultural and recreational activity
of cinema-going to China, endowing cinema from its inception in China with dual attributes of
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commerce and cultural entertainment akin to those of theatre. A tacit understanding emerged in
terms of modes of dissemination, audience reception, and carried meanings. It can be said that the
development of China’s prehistoric cinema was closely intertwined with theatre.
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