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Abstract

In the era of traditional media, the phenomenon of “trial by media” was prominent, as information
was predominantly received through media channels. However, with the widespread adoption and
proliferation of the internet and social media, “trial by media” has been replaced by “trial by public
opinion,” becoming a synonym for the freedom of public discourse. Undoubtedly, “trial by public
opinion” has positively contributed to promoting transparency, conveying expectations of fairness
and justice, and advancing democratic oversight. Nevertheless, negative instances of “trial by public
opinion” frequently occur, manifesting as irrational behaviors that stray from thoughtful consider-
ation and override the judicial system. This paper delves deeply into this phenomenon, analyzing
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its root causes and exploring how to balance it with judicial fairness.
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