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Abstract

Based on Randall Collins’s interactive ritual chain theory, this paper explores the formation logic of
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the table tennis fan circle culture. It is found that the table tennis fan circle culture constructs an
interactive ritual chain through the realization of “physical coexistence” through technology em-
powerment, strict division of group boundaries, symbolic construction of common focus, and accu-
mulation and release of emotional energy. This process of construction produces the results of
group solidarity, emotional energy gain, group symbols, and group morality. However, the table
tennis fan circle culture also has problems such as the shift of ritual focus, the exclusivity of group
interaction, and the alienation of the value core caused by commercialization. In order to promote
its healthy development, it is necessary to strengthen the guidance of fan values, improve the su-
pervision mechanism of online platforms, and strengthen the cooperation between sports manage-
ment departments and social organizations. This study provides theoretical support and practical
guidance for the sustainable development of table tennis fan circle culture, and also provides a ref-
erence for expanding the application of interactive ritual chain theory in multicultural contexts and
different sports.
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