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Abstract

Anthropological photography serves as a core methodology in visual anthropology studies. Ethno-
graphic images produced through in-depth fieldwork provide crucial empirical materials for
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subsequent research. Torii Ryuzo’s fieldwork practices systematically preserved concrete forms of
diverse ethnic cultures in visual formats, with his investigations focusing on ethnic images in Gui-
zhou being particularly notable. Representative works include Report on the Miao People and Trav-
els in Southwestern China. Based on mirror-like analysis in visual anthropology, this study aims to
explore the dissemination mechanisms of Guizhou’s ethnic images within specific historical con-
texts. By examining the socio-historical background of Torii Ryuzo’s fieldwork and conducting de-
tailed interpretations of his visual works, this paper endeavors to elucidate the early representa-
tions of Guizhou’s ethnic images captured in these photographs. Furthermore, it analyzes the sig-
nificance of such imagery as visual cultural products in the practice of visual anthropology through-
out cultural transmission processes.
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