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Abstract

Chinese cultural symbols constitute a set of distinctive elements representing the essence of Chi-
nese civilization. In traditional societies, these symbols fulfilled critical functions including cultural
inheritance, ethnic identity formation, social integration, and aesthetic cultivation. The digital era,
propelled by emerging technologies, has engendered new functionalities: digital preservation, cross-
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spatiotemporal communication, industrial empowerment, mass participatory engagement, and in-
telligent transformation. Analysis through Hall’s Encoding/Decoding Theory and Barthes’ hierar-
chical signification model reveals that this functional evolution stems from multifaceted drivers: cul-
tural core continuity, technology-driven adaptability, demand orientation, and agentic participation.
Accordingly, we propose deepening the exploration of cultural symbols’ connotations, innovating
international communication strategies, strengthening IP value chain integration, and establishing
public participation mechanisms. These approaches aim to provide theoretical and practical foun-
dations for showcasing the image of the Chinese nation and advancing the development of a cultur-
ally strong country.
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