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Abstract

The term “gu zi”, referring to ACGN (Animation, Comic, Game, and Novel) merchandise, is not only a
physical derivative product of ACGN culture, but also a portable identity apparatus that can be am-
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plified by algorithms and subject to the gaze of others. Following the sequence of “symboliclearning,
symbolic consumption, and symbolic self-presentation”, ACGN merchandise consumers integrate
self-identity and social identity through this apparatus across virtual and real-world spaces. How-
ever, the consumption frenzy of ACGN merchandise has also led to issues such as group polarization
and real-world detachment. In this case, publishers of ACGN brands should strengthen identity bonds
between brands and consumers, as well as among consumers themselves, by enhancing companion-
ship attributes, fostering a wholesome online environment, and creating offline exhibition spaces.
This approach aims to cultivate a healthy and sustainable culture of ACGN merchandise consump-
tion.
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Table 1. Basic information of respondents
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