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Abstract

This paper focuses on the emerging phenomenon of traditional culture-themed cat meme short vid-
eos on the Douyin platform. It analyzes the innovative logic of cultural communication within these
memes from the perspectives of content categorization and production mechanisms. The research
identifies three main content types: the personification of historical figures, the adaptation of tra-
ditional Chinese opera, and the presentation of intangible cultural heritage. The primary communi-
cation strategy involves combining anthropomorphic techniques with symbolic grafting and scene
reconstruction to disseminate traditional cultural content in a lightweight and engaging manner. At
the level of content production, these videos utilize widely recognized “meta-memes” within the
community for secondary collage and narrative reconstruction, forming new “meme complexes.”
Driven by participatory culture, the production model has evolved from initial chaotic imitation by
early community members to a more vertically oriented and quasi-professional self-organizing pro-
gression. Regarding innovation in cultural communication pathways, cat meme short videos do not
simply memetically traditional culture. Instead, they construct an effective channel connecting cul-
tural symbols with internet memes. This connection not only facilitates the integration of tradi-
tional culture and youth internet culture at the content level but also promotes the interpenetration
of two previously relatively independent cultural fields. It expands the boundaries of cultural con-
sensus and communities, thereby invigorating the reproductive capacity of traditional cultural
communities. However, it is also crucial to be mindful of the potential risk of meme-based commu-
nication diluting the depth of traditional culture. In the future, a dynamic balance must be sought
between the innovativeness of cultural communication and the authenticity of the culture itself.
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