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Abstract

With the widespread adoption of smart mobile devices, the rapid development of online video
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platforms, and the increasing fragmentation of audience entertainment preferences, the global short-
video market has been continuously expanding, and micro-short dramas have experienced vigorous
growth. Chinese micro-short dramas are gradually being recognized as the “fifth global cultural phe-
nomenon”, alongside Hollywood films, Japanese anime, Korean dramas, and Chinese web literature.
They are becoming an important channel for disseminating Chinese stories internationally and enhanc-
ing the global influence of Chinese culture. Therefore, based on Propp’s function theory, this study se-
lects the most popular micro-short dramas from the leading overseas platform ReelShort for analysis
and interpretation. Representative dramas from the platform'’s categorized thematic sections are an-
alyzed by organizing their plots according to the six narrative stages proposed by Propp, while anno-
tating the functional items that appear. The study further summarizes the commonalities and sequenc-
ing patterns of functional items in hit micro-short dramas, aiming to provide more effective theoreti-
cal guidance for the creation of overseas-targeted micro-short dramas and the dissemination of Chi-
nese stories.
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Table 1. Propp’s narrative functions table
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Table 2. Propp’s functional analysis of “The Virgin and the Billionaires”
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Table 3. Propp’s functional analysis of “Fated to My Forbidden Alpha”
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Table 4. Propp’s functional analysis of “The Double Life of My Billionaire Husband”
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