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Abstract

Taking Douyin APP, a super media platform, as the research object, this paper systematically analyzes
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the internal logic and practical path of its functional evolution from a “traffic field” to a “commercial
ecosystem domain” based on the Media Affordance Theory, Platform Capitalism Theory, and Affective
Economy Theory. The study reveals that Douyin has undergone a three-stage evolution: “content pro-
duction for traffic accumulation, algorithm-driven efficiency optimization, and ecological synergy for
value closed-loop”. The formation of its commercial ecosystem domain is essentially the result of the
collusion of multi-dimensional elements, including “capital, technology, culture, and affect”—cap-
ital provides the driving force for expansion, technology builds the operational foundation, culture
aggregates user consensus, and affect activates consumption conversion. However, in the evolution
process, the platform also faces multiple challenges that restrict its sustainable development, such
as innovation stagnation caused by functional homogenization, resource misallocation triggered by
capital expansion, data privacy leakage, and algorithm alienation. This research uncovers the core
mechanism through which digital platforms reshape social relations of production via affective drive
and capital logic, providing not only theoretical support for the transformation of platform economy,
but also a reference for the digital upgrading of traditional industries and platform governance prac-
tices.
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