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Abstract

This paper examines the copyright protection of live sports broadcast footage, identifying its core
challenges as difficulties in determining legal classification, disputes over the threshold of original-
ity ranging from “high standards” to “no requirement”, significant variations in standards, and in-
consistent judicial approaches. Three existing protection approaches exist: firstly, recognising
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broadcasts as works under narrow copyright interpretation by relaxing fixation and originality
standards; secondly, treating them as audiovisual recordings under neighbouring rights while em-
phasising industry norms to constrain originality requirements; thirdly, supplementing protection
through unfair competition law, though this proves inadequate. The paper concludes by recom-
mending extending broadcasting organisation rights to video platforms and establishing a compre-
hensive “right of communication to the public” covering all dissemination methods to enhance pro-
tection and support industry development.
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