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Abstract

This paper takes the death of the internet-famous cat “Wukong” as a case study to explore how dig-
ital media reconstructs cross-species communities of mourning. Drawing on theories of media
memory and emotional publics, the study finds that: (1) Short video immersive narratives construct
Wukong as a shared spiritual symbol among fans, establishing a cloud-based emotional connection.
(2) By collectively mourning a being they had never met, fans form temporary emotional alliances
that transcend geographical boundaries. (3) Utilizing the platform’s memory preservation features,
the death event transforms mourning from online rituals into offline actions. The entry of non-
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human life into the public emotional sphere through digital memory offers a new paradigm for un-
derstanding mediated connections.
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Table 1. Participant positionality and engagement modalities
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Table 2. Critical video analysis coding protocol
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