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Abstract

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AIGC) has profoundly reshaped the production and communica-
tion mechanisms of the news industry, while ethical issues have become increasingly prominent,
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hindering the healthy development of the industry. This study takes three typical cases as the re-
search objects: the 2023 incident where Al-fabricated images of the “Pentagon explosion” triggered
violent fluctuations in the financial market; the frequent abuse of deepfake technology in recent
years, where lawbreakers use this technology to impersonate public figures for commercial mar-
keting activities; and the copyright infringement lawsuit filed by The New York Times against OpenAl
Combined with the Potter Box, a commonly used tool in journalistic ethics research, this study sys-
tematically sorts out the triple ethical dilemmas in AIGC news practice. Specifically, AIGC exerts im-
pacts on journalism in three aspects: first, in terms of fact construction, the technology can actively
generate “simulated facts”, which directly affects the fundamental industry principle of journalistic
authenticity; second, the low cost of technology replication eliminates the exclusivity of the rights
and interests of communication subjects; third, the existence of algorithmic black boxes makes cop-
yright protection and responsibility tracing increasingly difficult. It is believed that the ambiguity
of the boundary of technology application and the lag of regulatory mechanisms are the key factors
leading to these problems. Therefore, drawing on the concept of “industry-technology-law” collab-
orative governance, this study attempts to construct a multi-dimensional collaborative regulatory
system of “industry self-discipline, technical guarantee, and legal constraint”. This system provides
support to help the journalism industry achieve a balance between technological innovation and
ethical principles, thereby contributing to its sustainable development.
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