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Abstract

This study employs Guy Debord’s theory of “the society of the spectacle” as its core framework, focusing
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on Chinese female-oriented virtual romance games such as Love and Deepspace to explore the produc-
tion logic of emotional spectacles and players’ negotiated practices. The research finds that female-
oriented virtual romance games under the continuous operation model construct emotional specta-
cles through three mechanisms: pseudo-authenticity, commodification, and transmediality. These
games satisfy female emotional needs by offering risk-free pure relationships and sensory verisimil-
itude supported by technology; they transform emotional experiences into consumable digital com-
modities through the conversion of physical time and value stratification; and derivatives further dif-
fuse the spectacle into real life via transmedia expansion. Confronted with the commodification and
simulacra construction of the spectacle, players are not passive recipients. Instead, they engage in
practices such as interpretive and fan-created content, rational investment, and identity co-construc-
tion, thereby participating in the reconstruction of the spectacle’s meaning and its optimization, while
asserting their own subjectivity through emotional consumption. Chinese female-oriented virtual ro-
mance games provide women with a digital space for emotional autonomy and self-expression, yet
also harbor commercial tendencies and risks of alienation inherent in emotional consumption. The
dynamic interplay between spectacle production and player negotiation profoundly reflects the flu-
idity and complexity of women'’s emotional practices in the digital age.
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