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Abstract

Based on a sample of 16 college students with diverse majors and grades from a university in Tianjin,
this study adopts the methods of semi-structured in-depth interviews, descriptive statistics, and qual-
itative coding analysis to systematically explore their cognitive characteristics and trust attitudes to-
wards AIGC-related reports by mainstream media. The findings reveal that social media serves as the
primary channel for these college students to access such reports, and their cognition of Al applica-
tions in news reporting presents a composite feature of “clear cognition of visual content yet limited
cognition of production processes”. Their trust attitudes are centrally characterized by conditional
trust based on a “dual premise”, with differentiated trust levels across different types of report con-
tent. Furthermore, this study analyzes the influence mechanism of students’ AIGC technical cognition
on their trust in reporting. The research conclusions provide empirical evidence for mainstream me-
dia to optimize their strategies for AIGC content production, channel layout, and trust construction, as
well as to enhance the communication and guidance effect on young groups.
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Table 2. Basic information of respondents
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