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Abstract

Amid the wave of deep integration of culture and tourism, how county-level cities can transcend
resource endowment constraints and achieve “viral” development has emerged as a critical issue of
shared concern for both academic research and industry practice. Taking Shouxian County, Anhui
Province, as a case study, this paper systematically analyzes the planning practices and cultural in-
tegration pathways of its series of cultural and tourism activities from 2024 to 2025, drawing on
theories of spatial production, scene theory, and communication studies. The findings reveal that
Shouxian County has realized the contemporary meaning-making of historical sites through spatial
reconstruction, promoted the morphological transformation and value circulation of cultural capi-
tal via the activation of intangible cultural heritage, and thereby constructed a multi-faceted com-
munication strategy. This has culminated in a three-dimensional communication ecosystem char-
acterized by “official guidance + user-generated content + media amplification,” successfully forging
a development path for small towns that shifts from “resource dependence” to “content-driven” vi-
rality. The “Shouxian Model” distilled in this study offers valuable insights and reference for the
integrated development of culture and tourism in other historical and cultural cities of similar type.
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Table 1. Summary of practical pathways and effectiveness of integrating Shouxian culture into tourism
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Table 2. Summary of practical strategies and effectiveness of disseminating cultural tourism in Shouxian county
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