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Abstract

Under the backdrop of globalization and China’s “Going Global” strategy for culture, the international
dissemination of ancient Chinese military thought is significant for enhancing cultural soft power
and constructing academic discourse. Currently, this field faces dual challenges: the “incommensura-
bility” of terminology in classical military texts and an imbalance in research focus. The “multimodal
turn” driven by digital technology offers a new path forward. This study takes a short video case—
produced by the authors—on the “Sun Bin Captures Pang Juan” campaign from Sun Bin’s Art of War
as an example. Employing qualitative case analysis and multimodal discourse analysis, it examines
the interplay of linguistic, visual, and auditory modalities. The effectiveness of this “visually-led, mul-
timodal coordinated” dissemination strategy is evaluated through questionnaire surveys and plat-
form data. Findings reveal that cultural-context differences remain a core barrier, with some audi-
ences desiring deeper content interpretation. In conclusion, multimodal translation provides an ef-
fective pathway for the international communication of traditional military culture. Future efforts
should establish a tiered, gradient content system to advance from cultural display to value dialogue,
thereby facilitating mutual learning among civilizations.
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PREUMEIRRZ OB B, “FIESAR” #3% 4 “the odd and the even tactics” , JF7ELE R G5 i —
DB AHEIR R:  “the intergrowth of the odd and the even tactics made this victory possible” (77 1E i A AH
A, AR ECATTRE) . X PR R B X AR, (H R HAZ O R “ AR S AU AH BAE R 1
AR T ARE R EIRIENZ AR FRE, “5iE7 —ia g A B bRz A NN “the art of war”
BT IV Rvk) AL, AR T AT THE .

XTEA N4 s, PSR AL BRI 185 SCAAE R R iE M vE IR . B B 318 “ State of
+[E A HPE])” (W State of Wei, State of Qi), AWI#EH KAPFH (40 Sun Bin, Pang Juan), HZEH S “°F
FZ” %N “Pingling (in Wei)” , FF#b 78 H AR mEHuA7 B “a strategic place in the Dongyang area” . IXFfAb
P77 RAEME 3 2 FIAREX IR TE R T RGi s, Bk 7 AUR IS 5 ™.

2. XHhER

BRI EE b, PSREEH T St b #UE N 7 5 “I5RIERCAER o JFESC L “ ATk
FPEIRT I\ KRR E . W7 P roRe L, )7 2RAHT. IMERFEFRLS
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Figure 1. Example of the overall color tone of the video (cyan-gray tone)
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And that's how the Battle of Guiling ended,

Figure 2. Another example of the overall color tone of the video
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Figure 3. Example of red-blue color contrast (Qi army vs. Wei army)
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Figure 4. Arrow symbols indicating the route of the Qi army
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Figure 5. Schematic diagram of the situation of four states
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Figure 6. Schematic diagram of the core route of “besieging Wei to rescue Zhao”
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Table 1. Statistics of sound effects and music
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Figure 7. Comparison of dissemination data on different platforms
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Figure 8. Survey results on audience understanding level
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Capturing Pang Juan

In the past, King Hui of the State of Wei planned to attack Handan, the capital of Zhao. He sent General Pang
Juan to Chaqiu with a troop of 80,000 soldiers. King Wei of the State of Qi sent General Tian Ji to the border area
of Qi and Wei with 80,000 soldiers to confront the enemy after getting the news.

Pang Juan was assaulting State Wei. Tian Ji wanted to rescue Wei directly while Sun Bin denied his idea and
said: “It’s unwise.” Tian Ji asked: “What should we do then?” Sun Bin answered: “General, please assault Pingling
in the south. Though Pingling is a small city, it has a large area of jurisdiction, population and strong military
power. As a strategic point of Dongyang area, it is hard to seize this city. We could doploy here to confuse our
enemy. If we assault Pingling, our military supply route will be bound to be cut off as we have State Song in the
south, State Wei in the north and the city Shiqiu of Wei lies on our assaulting path. We just pretend that we don’t
know how to fight, so Pang Juan can be confused.” So, the army of Qi began to maneuver toward Pingling.

When the troops of Qi had nearly reached Pingling, Tian Ji called in Sun Bin and asked: “How should we
attack Pingling?” Sun Bin said: “How many of our officials did not know how to lead troops to fight?”” Tian Ji
said: “Two senior officials from Qicheng and Gaotang.” Sun Bin said: “Please send them to attack Huantu. They
are going to pass through Heng and Juan, the two towns which are the important traffic points of the state of Wei.
Huantu is one army station of Wei. Our follow-up forces should maintain strong combat effectiveness and do not
be scattered. The army of Wei in Huantu will surely counter attack, and the two generals will probably be defeated
completely.” Therefore, Tian Ji divided the armies of the two generals from Qicheng and Gaotang into two direc-
tions to attack Pingling. Just as Sun Bin expected, the two troops not only failed to capture Pingling, but also fell
prey to the Wei armies... from Huantu and Xiedie and were defeated on the way.

Tian Ji summoned Sun Bin again and asked: “We failed to capture Pingling and lost two senior officials.
What should we do now?”” Sun Bin said: “Please send lightly armed chariots to the west and push quickly to the
outskirts of Daliang, the capital of Wei, to irritate State Wei. At the same time, spread out a small number of our
soldiers to show that our military strength is insufficient.” Tian Ji followed Sun Bin’s plan. As expected, Pang
Juan abandoned his supplies and gear and turned to help Daliang day and night. Sun Bin seized the opportunity,
took the main force to Guiling, set up an ambush, destroyed the Wei army in one blow, and captured Pang Juan

alive. Therefore, people praised that Sun Bin’s tactics of using military forces really achieved a level of perfection.

VORI IMERGEY L AR AR, eI I AR L DT R IR T 2023 “RgnE, 2 H ATEON AT E T AR . AT
BR CEEIRY RZEECR,
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King Hui of Wei, it was a powerhouse)
o 53¢, Mg WnaELE, #CHEE (made allies with Qi and
7 X
Hx 7 State of Zhao BH Yan to check and balance the power of Wei)
A RIS, JEHE. 5 22 2 Y ian Ji
5 40 State of Qi * %xi’é' RIE, {)'REEI,L, i‘t/J\E,\.$$¥ﬂlﬁi(sent General Tian Ji and
the military strategist Sun Bin with an army)
E éd:E jj: — | I A i . . .
A State of Yan [ 58X, 4, /\IEJFEJ@I;&E(ma}de allies with Qi and Yan to
check and balance the power of Wei)
S E2Y S Song Kingdom pNE| {57 F~F% LLE§ (To the south of Pingling is the Song Kingdom)
KT a small state that was a ~ ZRE I — E2LAITILE, 5] ﬁ’%x‘iﬁ(Zhao attacked a small state that
vassal of Wei B i was a vassal of Wei)
ESJES A 528 [ A | i i ;
NIATR King Hui of Wei L e B E , AUF 3R E % A5 [E (under the leadership of King Hui
of Wei, it was a powerhouse)
‘ [ SR LR
NATR Zhao Chenghou B 2 V&l ) i) 5% [ SR $% DA S BR HITER 2 [l (Zhao Chenghou asked
State of Qi for help)
5 ] Y rE WO B (K i of Qi
IR King Wei of Qi SHE FEER, et R IE (King Wei of Qi got the news, he

couldn’t stand by)

- BLE RN, ZRZERELHREE, J5 55 ZE (R (sent the great general
% s
AR Pang Juan P Pang Juan to lead the army; rushed back and fell into the trap)

FEWGZE, 5HIME— 2R ZE IR E (sent General Tian Ji and

4 ian Ji 2
AR Tian Ji H the military strategist Sun Bin)
s . - FEERK, HlEERZ R A (military strategist; designed
AR Sun Bin i tactics to trap Pang Juan)
A 4 R Battle of Guilin BeEE Y 352 T OB ZE 1) O KR 4% (the Battle of Guiling ended, with the
& State of Qi scoring a huge victory)
Hi 5 4 Handan H g A E IR, ¥ 43 Bl B (the capital of Zhao; Pang Juan...
surrounded it tightly)
W 5 4B Pingling (in Wei) FRRELERE BE R X g B, A%, 1 /5k(strategic place in
ging 2] the Dongyang area, with a large population and strong troops)
Hi 5 44T Dongyang area S PR BT fE 1 [X 3k (Pingling is a strategic place in the Dongyang
- area)
Wi 2 TR Huantu arca F X BLE T % 2 H(it was the garrison of the Wei army; attack the
- Wei army in the Huantu area)
. F % RBGT R G M H R H 2 —(send troops from Qicheng
= -
Hb 5 A Qicheng S5k and Gaotang)
Wi 42 TR Gaotang i FEH BT RER 1 H Kk Hb 2 —(send troops from Qicheng

and Gaotang)
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B3k
i, R 2RI A M, b, Bk AR, &SR d(perfect
5 A2 TR 7
BRER Guiling He terrain for an ambush, with mountains and narrow paths)
TR military strategist g5 FRAMIE, 57 T3 ] 8 1 % W (the military strategist Sun Bin;
" i & designed tactics)
T reat weneral Sl BEE, ZREZFBARISE N (the great general Pang Juan to lead the
B srere T amy)
AL General HE RS, FEZEARISI Z —(General Tian Ji)
7= = 7= - B ik 1) 3£ 2 /7 (their army was strong; sent an army to the
FRIR army SR border)

FFEIRAE BT A IREL G M5B HB P\ (The Qi army first sent the

forward to attack)

EHIE forward (military) Sk HBBA

e T . ;s FEMZ AR E, GYEFAdr. J5EEERE R (the main
BRI main force EFIHEL force held its troops still; led the main force to Guiling)
s . . FZEYRAE BUFT B H3 H OH T BA (sent a light chariot all the
P}
Bl light chariot B way west to attack the capital of Wei)
B NUES . . TR BRI AT RERDIIT O 53 18 4 242 % (their supply lines
s
Wit supply lines itk could be cut off)
FEERX ' EE LS (EVRIRMAIR HYEE MGt was the garrison of the Wei
i garrison HE RSP AE IR R ZE AR A (it was the garrison of the Wei army)
EFATH)/ ik Fr AT R VR &% 75 3 (perfect terrain for an ambush;

N ambush launched an ambush)
EHITE
AR

FIMETERERZ 152 T 182 [ 58 2 (setting a trap with no way out;
leading Pang Juan right into the trap)

SRR HICH X ] ) 55 [ SR $% [ 4% > H [ (hoping that the Qi would come to lift
)£ [ the siege of Handan)

trap Rea It

ZEHATH)  lift the siege of Handan

e g feign an attack (on CFFROFE P K 3L F 1% AR Z — (Feigning an attack on Pingling to
EHATH) o
Pingling) B confuse the enemy)

04 the odd and the even HIEHA FMIEEEAR %0, I “FF IEAH A2 (the intergrowth of the odd
e tactics and the even tactics made this victory possible)

FEZEER PMEAA L H AT (Sun Bin’s tactics are a perfect example of
E=

ZHMM  Chinese military wisdom . o .
R Y = how Chinese military wisdom works)

Fa kS B TR RS 557 75 (That’s the art of war—tricky, smart, and

z AEE\A*E ’/E:“‘
FHE the art of war % always one step ahead)
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