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Abstract

In the digital-intelligent media environment, vintage photographic devices such as CCD cameras and
digital video camcorders (DVs) have re-entered the daily practices of young women active on social
media as “outdated technologies”, serving as vital carriers of technological nostalgia. Grounded in
the theory of media materiality, this study employs in-depth interviews and thematic analysis to
systematically examine the multi-dimensional motivations driving this group to engage in techno-
logical nostalgia practices via vintage photographic equipment, as well as the mechanism through
which such practices shape the authenticity of memory. The findings reveal that the group’s return
to old media is not merely a matter of emotional retrospection, but a composite motivation shaped
by the interplay of multiple social contexts including life pressure, platform logic, aesthetic reflec-
tion and identity anxiety. Relying on their material features and embodied practices—such as phys-
ical operation, physical storage and native image quality—vintage photographic devices reconstruct
a memory structure distinct from algorithm-dominated smartphone imagery, in terms of both ob-
jective situational authenticity and subjective emotional authenticity. This study clarifies the foun-
dational role of media materiality in technological nostalgia, uncovers the logic of subjectivity re-
construction among young women in the digital age, and offers a new theoretical lens for under-
standing youth media practices and memory production. The conclusions of this research are only
applicable to young women active on social media, with limitations arising from the homogeneity
of the sample group. Future studies may be extended to diverse populations for further in-depth
investigation.
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