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Abstract

“Black Myth: Wukong” is not merely a game product, but a paradigmatic case of digital youth engaging
in cultural creation and social practice through digital technologies. Based on the industrialization
and mainstreaming of game media, this paper addresses insufficient talent supply and mismatched
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skill structures in the gaming industry. Taking Paul Levinson’s “toy, mirror, art” three-stage media
evolution theory as the analytical framework, it conducts content analysis on industry recruitment
data, player community reviews and policy documents, exploring game media’s evolution from an
entertainment tool to a cultural carrier and ultimately to an artistic form within the context of dig-
ital youth competency cultivation and career development. The findings demonstrate that “Black
Myth: Wukong” epitomizes the artistic turn of game media, revealing the profound cultural repre-
sentation and transmission value generated by the deep integration of digital technology and tradi-
tional Chinese culture.
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Figure 1. Understanding game media
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