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Abstract

In the context of the Web 2.0 era intertwined with digital media technology, video platforms are
reshaping the production, dissemination, and reception of documentaries. This article takes the
phenomenally popular food documentary on Bilibili, “A String of Life” as its research subject, focus-
ing on its participatory viewing and meaning co-creation mechanisms on the Bilibili platform. Com-
bining the theories of interaction ritual chains, participatory culture, and narrative studies, it sys-
tematically examines the interaction among platform functions, textual characteristics, and user
practices, and explores the documentary’s innovative narrative strategies and the multilayered
user participation they stimulate. The study employs a quantitative analysis of bullet comments and
comment sections, finding that in terms of narrative strategy, “A String of Life” breaks the tradi-
tional textual closure and decentralizes narrative authority through a flexible structure interweav-
ing linear and nonlinear elements, a tone close to internet-native audiences, and a perspective
grounded in everyday life. On the user side, audiences build a virtual emotional community through
instant bullet comment celebrations, achieve narrative migration from watching others to telling
their own stories via in-depth creation in the comment sections, and expand the physical boundaries
of participation through cross-scenario derivative interactions. Together, these elements promote
a viewing-feedback-co-creation ecosystem connecting text production, platform interaction, and
commercial derivatives.
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Figure 1. Word cloud of high-frequency bullet comments in episode 2, season 1 of a bite of China: “A String of Life” (Self-drawn)
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Figure 2. Screenshot of the ritual screen-scrolling of “Thank you for the feast” in the comment section at the end of “A String
of Life”
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Figure 3. High-frequency word cloud of the comment section of “A String of Life” Season 1 (Self-drawn)
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Figure 4. Examples of users’ personal stories shared in the comment section of “A String of Life” season 1
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Figure 5. Collaborative themed store of “A String of Life” and “Ling Cage 2”
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