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Abstract

The rise of digital reading platforms has transformed ordinary readers’ reading behavior from a

SCEF|F: WEE. 6 ] NS R E R D] BT R, 2026, 14(6): 20-29.
DOI: 10.12677/jc.2026.146134


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/jc
https://doi.org/10.12677/jc.2026.146134
https://doi.org/10.12677/jc.2026.146134
https://www.hanspub.org/

HFIHE

private experience into sharable public texts, reshaping the authority structure of knowledge pro-
duction and dissemination. Taking WeChat Reading as a case study, this research integrates net-
work gatekeeping theory and algorithmic curation theory, employing content analysis combined
with platform function observation to systematically examine how two visibility mechanisms “pop-
ular highlights” and “top-liked thoughts” select and amplify specific types of knowledge expression,
thereby reconstructing knowledge authority. The findings reveal that popular highlights follow a
“soundbite logic”, predominantly presenting decontextualized, assertive textual fragments, while top-
liked thoughts follow a “resonance logic”, primarily featuring emotionally charged and easily trans-
ferable personal experiences. Both exhibit structural deviations from the screening criteria of pro-
fessional book reviews. Platform algorithms and collective user behavior jointly constitute a “dis-
tributed algorithmic gatekeeping” mechanism, shifting the foundation of knowledge authority from
“professional certification” to “data recognition” and sliding the evaluation criteria of knowledge from
the dimension of truth toward the dimension of communicability. This finding revises the presup-
positions of traditional gatekeeping theory in the context of knowledge production, revealing the
transformation of gatekeeping from individual judgment to algorithmic aggregation, and providing
new empirical evidence and theoretical explanation for understanding the transfer of knowledge
power in the digital platform environment.
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Table 1. Overview of the study sample

F" 1L ARERGR

FIRAE it HH SR L IMBAIEE ) H AR A
T A CHHEAARLEZE L) 796.4 7i 985 % 2009
IR IES AN B R ) 423.8 Jj 962 % 2021
AR (EHHEND 174.7 75 967 % 2021

DOI: 10.12677/jc.2026.146134 23 B AR R


https://doi.org/10.12677/jc.2026.146134

HFIHE

FERAERIN =, AW T T 7] I 18] 49 i G — A5 H A, A O v LR A il — Stk o 3 A Jall ik

BT TR 20 5 v P AREOX 2 R AR 20 2%, KERAERER.
STRA AT SR H G, AT A RFEAIE 120 2%

3.3. YmiBIEZRE

AHE TR N E i, DA EE yld s i g A HE S,

& I B AR E 5  R
Z A HE QAR GE AT 7T 1) 5 B AR AR M, e =
(1) SCARAFHHE, 1% “BIORRISOR B A A E e

PEEHGEE. REGENERABT LT

i B H O SCA AT A5 A T

525 WLHF K (2024) RHILTE SRR I 7y, K

WRRBL P N FIR RS NS WA IPr . (5 B AR IUE[7];

(2) HBPEERRFE, B2 G LR Fe bR il L
PERCE” s, DA 2 N BOM i B 3 73 AR X TR 1]
(3) RURBURZAERL, [MI% “REEARGEGRBI KR

RyE LS R e “ Ha B /E T

RIFICRNAL HBUBORIR AL, B E

RiELYy. SIHAMERUER. SRV FPPERE =0igmig[5]. AARESRIE 2.

Table 2. Content analysis coding framework
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Table 3. Distribution of content types of popular highlights across the three books
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CAZN B EED 10 (50.0%) 8 (40.0%) 2 (10.0%) 5 (25.0%) 15 (75.0%)
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