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Abstract

Set in the water towns of Jiangnan, Gone with the Boat presents the spiritual condition and emotional
dilemma of contemporary individuals through a restrained and quiet visual style. From the perspec-
tive of liquid modernity, and in relation to homeland consciousness, family narrative and film lan-
guage, this article examines how the film uses the central image of the boat to connect spatial mo-
bility, intergenerational emotion and the search for belonging. Nianzhen, Nianqing and A Tao are
all placed in different forms of movement and instability, while Zhou Jin’s attachment to home, re-
turn and final departure by boat transform “home” from a fixed place into an emotional structure
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shaped by memory, Kinship, death and social mobility. The article further argues that the film does
not offer a simple solution of returning home: craft, memory and family reunion may provide tem-
porary emotional shelter, but they also reveal the nostalgic and limited nature of such a search. The
film’s value lies in its restrained aesthetics, through which it presents both the possibility and the
limitation of finding belonging.
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