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Abstract

Sitcoms are dialogue-driven comic genres that produce humor primarily through interpersonal ver-
bal exchanges. Taking Grice’s Cooperative Principle as the core theoretical framework and Leech’s
Politeness Principle as a complementary analytical lens, this paper pragmatically examines the sub-
title dialogues in the sitcom iPartment 2 to explore the generative mechanism of verbal humor. The
results indicate that the sitcom’s humor is largely created by violating the four maxims of the Coop-
erative Principle, namely quantity, quality, relation, and manner. In particular, two pragmatic strat-
egies are frequently adopted: deliberate maxim violation and superficial violation with actual maxim
observance. Additionally, many humorous scenes stem from a distinctive pragmatic borderline
state: speakers seemingly breach the Politeness Principle through face-threatening and blunt ex-
pressions, while contextual and interpersonal factors contextualize such utterances as amiable ban-
ter. Such disguised politeness violations serve as a unique source of sitcom comic effects. Overall,
verbal humor in sitcoms originates not only from maxim violations but also from audiences’ prag-
matic inference of conversational implicature within specific contextual settings. This study refines
the understanding of sitcom humor generation and offers practical implications for applying prag-
matic theories to audiovisual discourse analysis.

Keywords

Cooperative Principle, Politeness Principle, Conversational Implicature, Humorous Language,
Sitcom, iPartment 2

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 51§

HABR R N5 N Z R — Rl s AAE ) . BARMIE TR, B2 HEAER RS, XS
ARAER P —MEIEA. RS R E, MEAMERERNAE, ﬂ%%ﬁﬁ%*ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬂ
AR H B IEMTRRIA TR 0, 15 58 R R AR ER AR A H RS R AR, T 5 s IE 2
WA HWEZET B

(CEEAE) R FERIAREEZ—, M 2009 FREH T a0t — B DAG I &R 17 4205 18 5 XUk ER
7 AT RKIARH) 5% o XA BB R, TR, KREMAXCR. k. RIREBRTE, 4
HHAOH AR R RIER. EEAE 2 RS TSR, AR L, &5 HEnk
2o BRI E

MBI 5 A R B SR ER, SRS R 20 1 RIRIE ) — DN B R . RAHEY AR 215
TR ANEEAR, 5 EGEENFRAR S A8 5 BRI RCR 1], #4307 (H. P. Grice)f th 1)
A VIR AN E B VYA HE N AT DUA ROt ARRE “ S MR SR P2 AR o 0 A3 s A DU R Ak
W At L e i R HE IR U 1 N A, AR AR S B A SR R 2 S, i R
RORBRIR[2]. SR, SRR FESGE “f5 8467 B MEZE, T8 & “ NBRRRYE” HdaEk
WG SRR 1B IR . F7F (Leech)$ H HUFL 57 5 ) (Politeness Principle) & FL7S 25 HE NI (MG . TRME. #5375, i
. —F FEfBRFEA TR S8, Bl T AT SR A A R 23R 00 5 U 75 J0k Rk
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BHRECRIE[3]. EREFRERT, KEXACRATAOE “BI” 5 A7 ZMIRMElE—7iiiEA
BRI E S RIP A AL, (EIARBIRBE AR RAMEST, S Hf 139 5% 3 Bk s X,
A AL Oy MR A A R B

ASCH AR R ERHESE, DALSUR N TE, M (RGN 2) 7R oA frifkl, #isea
iR L

(1) R N SRR P S A T U ) 5% 1 U A A Je g B 2

(2) ANTFISETRY P 3 52 53 3l 7 A= A ok A ER 5 SR 2

G) AR AE “REEIL” 5 LR Z )i s BR5K /) ?

(4) IR BT AR AE W BR A 2E RS B P s AT 4 ffy 2

T 3 ] R 5] SR s 1 R A ERAE R RIALA, 2 A BRI 7T A SEALIE R AR it —

SEMS .
MHERIR SIRILIER

(1) BuERTE TR Z 4E A

HABRTIE FUAEIE & 2 BB 200G AR . BB R 2P EXNOC. . S ikIX EE E %
XF TR ER A0 b, 1 FH A 0 I S S M BRI SR T 1R R o0 i T B A S () B AR TR D B e T AR &7
MR “FAPRE” Nt AR BRI AR . LR, DALE R R I A B (0 175 557 55 o W BRAJE 7 ok
BZ, WX R LB T ERNINTZHERER, G5 (EO0) (EHEREE) (KFILL) (ZEA
Y S SubERE, AL E N 5] NBERTE T, AV 22 WA B AR T U N HORE SOL SRR (0 2 T
WA FTIr. 1o B, AT i AT AR B AR Dy SRl i (i, 3X— “RIEHT - SEFERM” 7R
IERAE S E RO 2 —

(2) BEENS i8S IR

BRI 2 Hh 35 [ 1E 5 30 2 50 SR MITE 1967 ARG R 2 UF e rh 52 Hh B B o A% ST N ATTHE &
B A o o — FEOREAE 1) AR S U B A S U], 0 g A S R A R I S AR IR 5, R B ARSI AR 1 i 3
HIARN R H M & 2R R A P9 AN T T :

FEN (Maxim of Quantity): RIENEALZ AL, WINIG:, RIfgftdE(EE.

JFAEN] (Maxim of Quality) & B i B SEAIELWL, RIS A B 5 AP Z IR o
ik

K Z#ENI(Maxim of Relevance): Tt iF N A5 F/UA KEL, A

77 AHE N (Maxim of Manner): &Gl ; Gkl 3 Bk BEHAE K.

& SR AR NATTHE S BRI HEAN T8 Al s ax B bR o U008 N A SR 3 — 2 eI i, IIr il A
AT DR IR IX AN AE W HE T 08 A “il & 7, RIERRac it 2 RO ok . X Mo THENN “H =
W, MARH TR ERAREE TR RS, A ZRERIE S 13RI,

(3) L300 I J0) 2 JHE o) i R P D T A

HMwrfE SR ELAE R TALSRRE I, SEMRAAT VA H CAR . S &R URE R, B
X W N THT - 1R Ebr o #L 3005 )60, 3 7S 1 DU«

FEWEEN] (Tact Maxim): REDIEGIA S, REZIENAZEAERSESEDRR);

PEMEAE ) (Generosity Maxim): RE/DIEH %%, REZiILHCOIZY:

471 W (Approbation Maxim): REDIZHAIAN, REZHZHA;

B #E N (Modesty Maxim): RED#TZEH D, REZHEAEC;
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—E#E N (Agreement Maxim): JS &I XUTT 538, KB IMAUTT ) — 2

[Fi) 175 #E U (Sympathy Maxim): JS &0 X7 BRI, SRER AT 1) [F 1

ALSR R W FFAEBRSL T- AR BRI, TR B BN 7R Uil N A SRS S A v D) (e BB
ZARATIAN AT, AN T 4R RERALIOC R R, Uil AR SALS R U (A B R dER 4T
Wi, EiaT e AR Z T E R E (g g S R B M2 . SRAES St S R, WaBRE =k
TE FR R “OBetbi e IS S —— Uil NSO AL RS, (AR [ H SR % 8 R Bl
IR, SR F B A R . X PR “SRTHE L - SERALSR” BIES AL, IER Tt “ i S s
PIWTERL” FEVE 2 ) B AR R

(4) 3 S HENI ) S AL 5 a BR AR O L

FE 5 37 (Thomas, 1995) & 1EJE NI “ ANy 70 NAFKSEA, Hrp S5d0Ek5= 4G 0 3 22
“flouting” (A #RIE)F “violating” (R Fidif) [4]. FEAE S8 RIE, APE = A s R K 2 72
EHAE B AT S B LR, Uil A S bWl A AGE B BX —idh iy, dEmHEshxd 77 24 T H B
PR ALBRNEPBEMFEIREE “AH” 5 “Rik” 270, (HBBREZRE “AFHALE” —MAt
ZIEAE A FTWrEOE 7 HAR RIS, A BN A ASE M, A OB I IR 2R R (WS A UIE
AWK F )X MR IR BRSO, T2 R P o

AN, 8 5= B b A R ) A v 0 B 1 A 2 A 22 1 .- Chaipreukkul (2013)%F 4 3E K
BIEE =B RIS N, ErFRNAEFATNE, ARERZEMTIEIRERE, H 66.86%
(5] HZ BRI, (REA®E) RAFAWRIEH, EXEEY, SEEdEs. mEs. SRS,
T2 A1 e T LI e ER B3 77 v

HABR ) P A AN B BT s T HENIAR B, AE S TT A 00 U0TE B s S S R E I T LR e
DT A S e i R S, A RS Hs BRSO o TS S Rl B s R A B2 . A
LA FH O 5 SRES, FTLlE S B AT R A bR R B iR 2 e AN E T T A3 S ) A e AUk — 25
e AUeid A B BRI, 285, (R SEERRZPE) “BRAILTH” —EN Tl
T AA U1 8 I 220 i R AL A AL, LR ER AR TSRS T A X M B M VFmT ™ IA %N

2. (BASAE) BBRFTHAT

H 2009 F5H —F LUK, (EHAE) RIMBOFEFF RIS G S0 A AR RN
BERR S5 A TR EHEAT 10 M7 o SEERIIEAF(201 1B M & 5 JEU N AR A P R RO (21 A 88 ) R Al BRox
TEREAT T, I H RIS SRAT T — M HENFRRE 06 8 B A BRI AR [6].  TRHTA(2012) A SE1E 5t i ELER
AFRMER, HREEEM. ALFR ™ A 5SS R IR R A [ 7], A, S TR Z R AL 3R
WAE AR R B R g K, RIRARST “ALEL” A Gl SO seER BT, R R G0 “HIE -
iR TR ih iRt IR

HET, AR Z REEAE MR - B4 MR Roe R b, BoA X e 17 2L
il LS AB B R AT 0 100 . ASCHE A WHFEREERL b, JBE T 2R A E 2 fE i &,
FERLAR BT AR R A, KBS BN R B B 7 AU M BRSR AL Z [ B R OR R FF IR FEMARIA
FOAE g BRI R BT B PE A - JEHAR M AR R b “AALE BRI B Bt AR A4
IAERF E AR R S T THESL N e A SRR L, T8 0= 4L 300 i U 6 A ER A 1l RO RS TH E -

HipHESRR
A )5 U (Cooperative Principle) &3 G 5 1 2 F M K W(H. P. Grice) T 1967 FFAERS Ml K2 BiBE « &
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TR e TP AR HH A% O A RS o A ST IS HH R R R NI BB S B AN A& B AR A SRR IR Ak
PITEAE AR, T —RVE B A REEETA, S58RM N — M2 s A3k [ i dE ),
MNTTASE T 1 7] DAGR 2 T, % SR — SR RSy, “fERPT Bt is, fE BT B b, fF &R
SRS AR B BT 7 [8]e 125 WA B FEA S — 25 BARRIAS BRAEIN, 1 2 ot A 58 o 3 77 R
WH “CEAE” FfE B —Fh S R

FEIX— RV E R, & SR AT SO DU 2% ELAZR B LR I J8 Rk e AR 1 a3k — 2D B it o

#EN(Maxim of Quantity), BIFIESRALHESE, WEWFRAEN: (1) SEURETEE S 2K T
AR HIE S Q) NEMERIPFERMEEZMELR, BEERN. M5z, BARRUAS KD,
WARUFKZ

B HE N (Maxim of Quality)ih M2 FITEIE B2, © A PAIRHEN, 55— 45 &R E E &N,
B SRR AN B DUEE (1E o IX AR T AE D R R R 1 — 2%, RO A BR XU 1 B 5E A A AT
HITETE S, SRR CIESAT .

xR AN (Maxim of Relevance) R B — 2R HEN: EH KB, WG ANAE S BEMASIR ) IE S E EE
PN

77 AN (Maxim of Manner) 557 =20 0E 2 “UiAt4” AF, JrXMENSSERZ “Bat” , 3
AV TAEN, 350 (1) EERMRE: (2) BB (3) Midh: (4) A%,

RS EL I F B 2, FESEPRAZBRT, HARFTH 5 bR NHF 2 P 1 X S E M RAT S . 2
Y ih N BT M R DR B 7 U I, T il A 2 5 AT T B AR R A G AR BE BTSRRI, AT
SXTRE AN ) i 29 3 ARSI (R S0, IRAEAAE “ il & 07 o A& S IT(1975)IN ik 2 — A A 17E H
ARV AR IR, A A TERERS TR, RPN AT E N R AR, T AN RER
PUX MR, FHHXT G 2% 2 IESRAE BT B & = .

RS — B X 3 1 PPN R HE M B 100 . SR — RGOy “THEIER” , RIULIE AR A T
TN R BB G0 W ST A, SRR EE K, — MRS AR . BB RO A RE
7, ARUE NHOR T AT HE S AEN], (05 A B R BXMOE S A, (R0 s T
EFHRHEERE L. IERFNEERR “ARER” K770 BEE S A 774 7RO R AR L ——
Vil N B H sk IS GAE, Wi lid 3 eSS ) L BRI N R R B, X AN I R A B 2
— PRI AR o

J& R IE 2 ORI 3 RN LA 78 . difb . RS HTRE AN S AR IR IR 0 X 73 DY
PRI A%RIE R (flouting) 13 [ (violating). T 7% & (infringing) F i 7 (opting out) . 4 ER 5 32 22
e CRINER” BIER, FONRE AT vT LRI A 2 5 B HEWT 21 S X, i S
ST BRI, WAk — A AT e AR BRI fid & RT3 . AT (Leech) LS T I 1) A B2 0T 65 4 JE i
PLAN7E, WORAE— 2B 0L, St NIEE S 1R E 2 A T AL N2 (), XA “ALSR K3 )3 &
MR B MR RCR . EREF EIIN R 1, ALSRE A S rT e “ 887 —FERE R RT, X7
AT SOV IS SAL SR E (U B A4 L 2 THIISE), IX AR “VRRTIANALER” B oA BIAE bR . 15 5
HRNERFA 7B A O R E A B AR, S AR JE IR R 6

GAEE WGP BRAA R ), MBIk R BRI B T —Fii “HM” B e 1)
ZM R, IEWH & (Raskin) e, BeERATT Eate —FraE S =gbr a0, ERERI A bR &, diis
NI LS A OREE S PRy A, Tl AN X I Wik [9]. BTk %2
(Attardo) 7E 7 1 43 S it b4 tH W BRIC 05 FHALI R 18, DO ERTE S () 208 & SCHE R 2 XU mI I, Wil A
AMEHEFHIEE N PR, LEHESE IR R X, BB @ X A SCZ [R5k 777
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LR, BRA

AEEI[10]. JEHT(Yus) AEER AL 2 7 INTE 22 b, DO s AT da BR i I 28 HE R A 85 ) —
—MFTE RS R — R RE L NETRIRZI[ 1]

SRR (Levinson) £ R GL A% ST MBI Ul , &1 S 0 B v JU A o PAHEZE (0 — R BRIAAESE, O
TENERMFEIE A, R S BoE Bl NAEIE P HEN, A X A BOMBS R i, A =8 sh e
T S SRR (12] . 120 mi 25 M BRWT TSRO B 2L R 7 k7™ 2R ) R i DA e RO TR0 3T s PRy ot
R, FEMLALE 16 50 S R, MA@ SRR T “IRHE " i, SRS A b iiE s s
AT, AR SE R — RSN, XA 5 R AR SR A o

ALHFE N (Leech, 1983)ESL LAl EHE— PN 1 “HE " AOYESE . ALELE I /N 26 HE N S 77N
ATHERE R b At N T RO ZE S BT o SR, 2400 1 N A ORI S 2 AL HE I (B 47 E U —— “ Rz 43
BN ), TG AR AR AN RE TR 3 H IR S AR T 80R, T2 TR RRIEUS N I, AR
A T o XA “HEAALI Sehr LA B ——EAER BB A SAL, FER R BV TR
WA Brdiaf . Bk, ERERT BT AEEIDET “BR” 5 A3 M. —AE UL
fev, PO Z I KRB E R, SN “ A BOX A P55, I fEAE S
AT 15 9% ZR DA R FRORE SR 2 1] i i 2R

PRl A R SR N B AR 25 0 AT A R TE IR T T 58 % I EIT TBG, BB HAE IR W g ipn ik
(VUZEHER), SCREPRE “ A" a2 BN ESCRIARIEERE (S5 30, T R HEm0 R 7
REIX B ER " B R B (A R S M AR A 1 ) o T AL 300 S U D — 5 e 1R “ R AALER” 10
BB T AR EA S BOASEER, R 9 ABRdlry, MmEsh 7 &R N PRk RY4EFERIRIIAZ . 1%
HRHER B G RENRGNE R, R e BT 15 57 5 R EE 5 A B i B TR,

3. (ZEAE 2) BRI BRIER S
3.1. BENER SHRR

BRI ARG R ZE LS, AL, hAdZ. FEARSTERS,
IR . (G 58 R PR DU 2 B AR IR SRR
FH—: FRTRFdaIR
Wt BRI —IERE, A% TR ET.
HNGEs SR, ST He e RRERIR UL 7
—dE: AT AT JREZUR. 7
W AREIAKNE, A F SRR GO
—3E: URBERARUA AT 7
EUNGE AL, XA EAR 7
WG A R ISIEDE” B B K TR A LA bR EAE S . fhe e mT DLEA T i
“CHEXNAR” S AHRA A AR — Bebmgr . {5 S I B YT U N — SR IR 2 AR U AR B A BRI £
A, BTHE BVEZE N A MR
FH = BRI
WSt TRABRIA B AOHRY, R [
. “akfs, IRIUEM A TE? 7
At B R E . 7
. “HRIE? EE? 7
WM AL e AR S e AT PR

T
G
=l
B
N
=i
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) PRI WRE R, ERYTIE A AE T AR AR ST BB S
frxh e e BB 7 A, RYeiR 5B IR GG B T e W RCR——Wr il AR SO 7 2 Ja S
ITHE, HaBRALL A

U3 S M BRAOR — AR EE T IR N (BRI T “ ROz 2 AE R Fifh. M5 SR
TS BRI, ot & E3hE FHRERE, TR IR AU A U L AR

3.2. BUENRIE R SHIER

JRHE M ZSR U TR AU BA. (HAMRERIBES K. Mok, DR OISR T B 7 H W
Jrae BRHEN PR ST B A DL, RIS RE B R 18 (5 T B ), A TR R 3 (W 144)

FHI=: KWK

Wst: W FERPO BN RO

AR BRI, KA T, FRIRAET RIS AL G HIEMAS “F R ERFFN” %,

Wi B, —3ERAAET G /N, EREV R AN — IR AR “ R0 Rk T b
FUSASTE, . bl B R BER RIS, TSN AR AN X R feiE, TOREA T e
MIRCR - R R A S T 1 AR D00 10 PR ORI i i N I LS S, BRAR 7 T i SO AT, A8
DU b AR .

JRAENE T M ER 2 R T “EWE” G, YIE AN — BATFEGE T R/ R, WTiEA
HCEAI T U1 AR B AT 4, XA IR FE I A DN R

33. XRENRER SR

RAMENMARIEEE SIS FARITH . SMOR . e s T8 st e el th 4w 68 i s BT
o

S ZrEEAT I Ak

s —AERTIRRT RS,

Bl—dE: IR, XAHBARE AR ? 7

BTF: i, IREDET? SROFSIVEAL T, FXRIIE, J7HETZ
Wl IR 7
BTF “RIEKEARHE R R ITE, 7 RO IR, O -

BT IR R A — R A R R, TR EE R TR RN (ER AT RO, A
BT 1 A2 AR A . WLARTT LA T A RS R 1R, TR AR 5 ORI = 5 A . B TR AR
Frinz rUA R, RERIM N NEN . FE, 074 “ RENTEIRE A A8 7 BT,

3.4. FRVENRE R SEER

T AHEN B “BAY” TAE “UAA” , mARIAERE, A As. fsER I
B TR TR ELAIERIE T A Wt ™ A W BR A PR 3K

FHIH: BSCRdBR

Wst: BRI TR -

FhfE . A8, BEIR—&--—'FHH. 7

Mok “HHH? RERH-? 7

Rl e —BRR e AR L AR, —EBEHKHTHER! 7

JERER) “—EF/H I AN —EEH M RSER, (HEMAFN R “—RER” e L T 5
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LR, BRA

HFRoRFE KRR . BETBIE, iR 7 H CRRRAAZE AR . tR 7 s HE AT i 5 (R
IBEAEEC0), BRI T A, RE, 7 TiE AR IR .

FHI7S: TURKIRER

Wt kIR E S E.

A AR RSN BERE, IS, JEXORAE, MRV T30 —FRTAE R 7 b, BAE B HUERGE
o BT R =+

KA RUR R E ., i SO T AR, Gy AR “RIgR” R . PRiE 1 B BRRCR 44
B, PUONSKHRIMPR . ZUAR PR RS 55 oK o WUARTE S5 A5 LB IR A “ AT - ROk 1
LA, XA BRI

JrAMENI T — AR APERS R R 0, BIEIPR . ROARE . BIRMHE RN, B F A
WA = R

35 ALGRNIER S “BI8 - 45”7 27 a9EER

b AR R B S LA REAS PR R 0 A BR A A 1 B — SRR R A R —— B A (2 () DL 2
W4 BB RAE—— R AOFAMUBCR A E B Z M, EoRE “HME” MEE. XK
BReb, O N A SR ORI BT A e HE N O B N A A N ) TR] R 7 U (e = [ ) i — B0 U (il i il 3 7
B0), HMARAAR A Z AR S R R, SRR IXLE “AFLE” MR AR B IAR &S o LR 2845115 B

P4 R THRE R

Wit WA SEAE /NG HE B

BlAE BN, URECREED U AR, SR ERRESE AT SR, 7

EUNGE O 3E, IREGRREMMR A A — mn, ANREHATRERIR 4. 7

MALSR I, AR NG “ BRI, BNl “RERZR” , XUTHEMEE R 1 i
W (ANZ A5 i N YA — e o SR, ARFFEASZ N NIX R FIERIMOR, RO ARSI “XREH K
KA T RZARAELL “PFar LS FAE. HeBRBCRIE T XE N RIZZ BN, ERERREK
PEZ 1B A BAE I il ” L. MUAFETRAI XA R NI [iFE], A TKENTRR, AT
Ko XFPHUBRIERAKEE “ ARRERALBUEN " H LR RR” FtFE iR sl

B\ ERRERITERR “hER”

Wt REBIRTTRRI P 2SN, ANH DU .

BT “akf, IRENENS? WUREEORE - BURMKIL T IEE), IRAX REE e, 7

A RIAR):  “HE? A Z? 7

BTG BRI BRAE &, EHERUMEN; SRR RAREA RS, RITE R R, X
—IBARSE TABIIIKT TIE S DOAREEER], BTIR “WISE” I TR A S = A B0E, 5kAR <R
B MRS AR L. A, ALSUE I SO AR IR AR, TR IR EE “ HIZ5 AL
Fi” (solidarity impoliteness) ) A ——8 i 3k Al S MR A AUV, S Ak o BRI s /. A BRI A AT A
“CRIE - WO RIEEALT I H .

EBfL. Fd BRI R Z MR

Yst: WUNRETAEZUAE R, Wb, (070 “HE” .

B3R CEUNGE, IROGEEIRAERE? AHURINSE LA ? (REGEEARE, BENE
LT IPAEM T ——25, FIFIRBIZAE. 7

/J\B'_X\'i € rnnae %ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂbj\l]g? ”
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FUF], BRL

poxs
Sh

1

BIFE: R, RTINS A ERAR UL TE TR 7

MALBUENE, B FEEk Z RS CR A 2 RV 35), S FSCRE AR, 5 e 17 [ 156 14 U R S s o4
W ANZEWT G N T)o ERARTERE, M H R RSN RIE, AL et — U moeif. X
CRLERIRZRT A RTHAER, AT AR RIS A T B R ARR A B, TR E SCZ RN R ZE G T
Ko

PAESBIRM, AL RSO AR R A, AR S S AF RS R R )\ b B 77 thid
T FEN S 7K) o EALSRE N AL AR AR s 1 BRI “AESSGERE "« WLAR SRS AR H 2 AR UL,
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