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Abstract

At a time when cross-cultural narratives are often caught between the dual pitfalls of “othering” and
“essentialization”, the film “A Letter to Grandma” presents a markedly different narrative possibility.
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Taking this film as a case study, this paper employs the philosophical lens of “interality” and the
narrative ethics framework of “seeking commonality while differentiating particularities” to exam-
ine how the film transcends these binary constraints through an internalized perspective, ethically
grounded identity shifts, and quotidian storytelling. The study finds that, by centering on the “Qiaopi”
(remittance letters sent by overseas Chinese to their families back home) as a vehicle of family
memory, the film foregrounds universal emotional experiences such as diaspora, loyalty, love, and
responsibility. In doing so, it achieves an organic integration of seeking shared human sentiments
and respectfully presenting cultural specificities within the philosophical awareness of interality,
thereby forging a “third path” oriented toward cross-cultural understanding and meaning co-crea-
tion. The film’s success offers a replicable narrative model and ethical framework for producing
cross-cultural narratives that are simultaneously grounded in local particularities and accessible
across cultural boundaries in the digital age.
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