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Abstract

With its advantages of low cost, low barriers to entry, and high potential returns, self-media entre-
preneurship has become a significant pathway for college students to achieve self-fulfillment. Tak-
ing the entrepreneurial practices of college student streamers as its point of departure, and grounded
in social construction theory, this study employs in-depth interviews and participatory observation
with over 30 college student streamers to explore the dilemmas and generative mechanisms of their
identity construction. The findings reveal that college student streamers engage in self-narration
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through content creation, construct group belonging through interaction with audiences, and con-
solidate their identity through sustained role performance. However, they may also fall into three
interrelated dilemmas: data anxiety and the dissolution of subjectivity under algorithmic discipline,
identity ambiguity and conflict arising from multiple role expectations, and identity alienation in-
duced by self-commodification.
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