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Abstract

Grounded in Propp’s morphology of the folktale and a review of its applications to film analysis, this

XEG|I A S, ES ARSI N shim AR AT, B E AR, 2026, 14(8): 261-270.
DOI: 10.12677/jc.2026.148226


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/jc
https://doi.org/10.12677/jc.2026.148226
https://doi.org/10.12677/jc.2026.148226
https://www.hanspub.org/

iR

study takes the animated film Ne Zha: Birth of the Demon Child as its primary case and briefly refer-
ences comparable mythological animated films at selected functional turning points. Through close
reading, functional-sequence analysis, role-sphere mapping, and audiovisual analysis, it examines
the mechanisms of narrative innovation in mythological adaptation. The film establishes a double
motivation through identity substitution and the lack of recognition. Recurrent movements from
restriction and transgression to frustration and renewed choice transform the protagonist from a
passive bearer of fate into an active moral agent. Ao Bing, Li Jing and his wife, and Taiyi Zhenren
shift among the functions of opponent, donor, helper, and tester. Mythic objects and spaces partici-
pate directly in ability rules, conflict escalation, and narrative repair, while action, color, sound, and
spatial design make structural turning points perceptible. Propp’s theory is therefore most useful
not as a fixed formula but as a framework for explaining the coordination of narrative motivation,
character choice, structural rhythm, and audiovisual expression.
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