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Abstract

As historical testimonies and cultural symbols without physical carriers, intangible cultural herit-
age (ICH) derives its living nature from human social practices, serving as a mnemonic bond that
connects the past with the present. However, the survival of ICH has always been confronted with
an inherent paradox: as living memory, it relies on bodily practice, oral transmission, and intergen-
erational communication for its perpetuation—yet it is precisely this dependency that renders it
highly vulnerable to disruption and disappearance in the process of modernization. At present, ar-
tificial intelligence technologies are reshaping the memory construction and transmission of ICH in
unprecedented ways, driving a shift in ICH memory from bodily dependence to digital revitalization,
and thus opening up new possibilities for its preservation. On this basis, the core question is: how
does artificial intelligence reconstruct the logic of ICH memory’s survival? What changes have oc-
curred in the subjects, media, and processes of ICH memory? To address these questions, this study
first establishes an analytical framework for ICH memory from the perspective of memory studies,
and then, following the trajectory of mnemonic processes, examines the innovative transformation
and interpretation of ICH memory enabled by artificial intelligence technologies. It must also be
noted that this transformation is not a unidirectional narrative of progress—while artificial intelli-
gence salvages memory, it simultaneously reconstructs and even simplifies it. Therefore, while ac-
knowledging the empowering potential of artificial intelligence, the study also reveals the risks of
cultural simplification and subject dissolution that may ensue, and further explores how to navigate
aresponsible pathway for ICH memory transmission that balances technological logic with human-
istic values.
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